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We publish a very able report to the senate, made by 
Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, on the distribution, among the se- 
veral states, of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, for a limited time—for the purposes of aiding 
public education, and internal improvement, &c. It is 
‘ slieved that the amount of this fund will, (in the pre- 

t year, 1856), exceed twenty-seven millions of dol- 
.avs; Which, if distributed among the states, as surely it 
ought to be—(being a general fund, and originally in- 
tended for a specific object, now no longer demanding 
it),—must produce effects that will “astonish” the Ameri- 
can community, and cause ‘the wilderness to blossom 
like the rose,” uniting the most distant parts, and spread- 
ing the hum of industry into the yet unimproved “wilds” 
of the west; producing from 27, to twice twenty-seven 
millions a year for further distribution, and creating 
advancements in prosperity ata geometrical ratio, as it 
were, ad infinitum. 

And there is no reason to apprehend that, at present, 
a stoppage of this prosperity can be brought about, un- 
less from a single cause; and that is under our own 
guardianship. We allude to the excessive multiplica- 
tion of banks—and the increasing practice of issuing 
paper rooney. It is true, that while the notes of banks 
freely pass, an improvement made by paper will be 
just as good as one made by the use of gold—will last 
as long, and do the same service. But this difficulty 
occurs—that the profits of honest indusiry, being paraliz- 
ed by the probable failure of many banks—the best por- 
tions of society are cast into the unproductive classes, 
and cease to add tothe creations of general wealth, which 
This, 


are indispensable to the well being of a country. 
however, may be partially arrested by a late act of the 
patriotic state of Pennsylvania—by which 35 millions 
are retained to the state, and the United States, to cor- 
rect abberations from duty. in banks—instead of 35 
millions being abstracted from the mass of solid matter 


to do good tous all. For, if the coinage of gold shall 
exceed the amount calculated by the most sanguine friends 
of the ‘‘gold bill,” the effect will only be, for many years 
to come, to supply demands, for specie, to be made on 
the good banks. We shall need a circulation of several 
hundreds of millions of dollars—and the total of gold 
cannot be expected to amount to more than 10 or 15 
millions* for a long period—do all that we can to in- 
erease it, 

We have had so many things to bring up this week, 
that we are compelled yet further to postpone a sketch 
of the proceedings of the /ast meeting ot the bank of 
the United States, under its lately expired charter, high- 
ly interesting as they are—but shall make a record of 
them an early day. 

A new election has been held, and the following gentlemen 
will compose the board of directors for the new bank of the 
United States chartered by the state of Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas Biddle, Richard Price, 

John Sergeant, John Beylard, jr. 

Thomas P. Cope, Henry Troth, 

Manuel Eyre, James Worth, of Bucks, 

John R. Neff, Jno. Roberts, of Montgomery, 
William Platt, John Lippincott, 

Charles Chauncey, Amos El!maker, of Lancaster, 
Ambrose White, Charles Ogle, of Somerset, 
Lawrence Lewis, Wm. Robinson, jr. of Allegheny. 
Matthew Newkirk, John A. Brown. 

March 1, 1836, Ata meeting of the board of direc- 
tors Xeld this day, AWatthew L. Bevan, esq. was duly 
elected president of the bank, in the place of Nicholas 
Biddle, esq. resigned. S. Jaupon, cashier. 

The Albany Evening Journal, in announcing the wind- 
ing up of the concerns of the branch bank in N. York, 
adds the following pithy commentary: 


“The Globe, however, supposes that the amount will be 2° 
millions at the end of 1837, 


Vor. L—Sige. 1. 





Weare now rid of the ‘‘monster,” and our citizens 
will no longer be compelled to borrow its money at six 
per cent. interest, but be left free to pay from seven to 
fourteen per cent. as circumstances and their necessities 
may require. 

An English clergyman, at Brussels, has invented a 
motive power, which promises to rival steam. It is 
founded on the compression of fluids. Eight pails of 
water it is computed would be sufficient to carry a ves- 
sel to the East Indies! 


ae 


The state convention which assembled at Columbus, 
Ohio, on the 22d ult. nominated Wm. H. Harrison for 
president, Francis Granger for vice president and gen. 
Joseph Vance for governor. This body was not less re- 
markable for the respectability and influence, than for 
the great number of its members. There were one thou- 
sand and sixty-four delegates present—and every county 
and district in the state was represented. The best 
spirit prevailed in this large body. 

A state convention, having the same purposes, has also 
been held in New York—of which Joha WW. Taylor, esq. 
was president, 


ed 


The riots of certain of the working-people, at New 
York, had ceased. ‘The master riggers and stevedores 
have had a public meeting, in which they disavow all 
ageney in the late disturbances, entirely condemn it 
altogether, and declare their purpose not to employ any 
persons *tknown to have been engaged in the riots.” 
This is just to themselves, and takes the true ground. 

The Philadelphia price current of Saturday, says that 
during the last five weeks, there have been loaded daily 
in that eity for Pittsburgh, thirty wagons, each carrying 
§,000 Ibs. 


ae 


The bill granting a loan of three millions from the 
state to the Erie and Hudson rail road company, has 
passed the legislature of New York. According to esti- 
mates made by the engineers who surveyed the route, 
this is half the sum that will be required to complete the 
road. 


Tne PUBLIC LANDS. The surplus revenue. In the course of 
debate in the senate, Mr. Ewing (of Ohio) stated some strik- 
ing, we may say astounding, facts, in regard to the revenue 
and the sales of public lands. 

The amount of surplus revenue, or rather of unexpended 
revenue, already exceeds thirty millions of dollars. 

The amount of receipts from sales of public lands during the 
last month (January) far exceeds any amount heretofo;e re- 
ceived, as appears from the following statement, by Mr, Ewing 
of the amount received in the monih of January, 1835, (then 
unusually large),and the amount received, ae far as the several 
land offices have been heard from, during the corresponding 
month of the present year: 

RECEIPTS FROM PUBLIC LANDS. 

In January, 1835, In January, 1836. 
42,861 111,145 
160,893 531,234 
96,745 223,087 
45,721 126,585 
188,090 426 ,381 
val 367,263 257 ,669 
Louisiana, 10,248 79,169 
Michigan, 43,079 290,749 

Should the sales of public lands during the rest of the year 
bear the same proportion to other years, as is indicated by the 
sales in the month of January, the revenue from the sales of pub- 
lic Jands alone, during the present year (1836) will exeeed 
twenty-seven millions of dollars. 

Should the proceeds of the sales of the public lands not be 
distributed, as proposed, among the states, nor the revenue di- 
vided in some other way, the surplus revenue will, in a year 
from this time, amount, upon reasonable calculation, to 


Ohio, 
Indiana, 
Iilinois, 
Missouri, 
Mississippi, 
Alabama, 





millions of dollars! [ Nat. Int. 
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Arkansas. The convention of delegates chosen by the peo- 
ple of Arkansas to digest a Constitution and state government, 
terminated its sitting on the 30th ultimo, after framing and 
agreeing upon, as the Gazette says, with great unanimity, a 
eonstitution and state government forthe state of Arkansas. 
Before adjourning, the convention chose C. F’. M. Noland to be 
the bearer of the constitution to this city. ‘he constitution is 
to be accompanied by a letter to the secretary of state, signed 
“by the president and countersigned by the secretary of the con- 
vention. A memorial to congress, asking the admission of the 
state into the union, was also adopted. 

As far as we can judge from the published journal, the pro- 
ceedings of this convention have been characterised by propriety 
and due deliberation. { Nat. Int. 

BaNKING CAPiTraL. The banking capital of Louisiana wil! 
have been enlarged, before the close of the present session of 
the legislature of that state, to about seventy-two millions of 
dollars! Upon which itis supposed discounts are and will be 
made to the amount of one hundred and fifty millions of dol 
lars. If the government of Pennsylvania is to be put down 
for incorporating thirty-five millions of existing bank capital— 
if conventions are to be called, and reob-law invoked, to 
punish the Penosylvanians for daring thus to understand and 
pursue the true interest of their state, what shall be done with 
Louisiana, which has chartered new capital to an amount, 
(according to federal population), more than ten times as great 
as the old capital to which a new charter has been granted by 
Pennsylvania? 

The progress of banking in Louisiana has been very rapid, 
though up to the present year it has not perhaps more than 
kept pace with the demand created by the increasing culture 
of sugar and cotton, and the increasing commerce of the port 
of New Orleans, The following statement of the progressive 
increase of bank capital in Louisiana will probably not be un- 
asceptable to our readers: 

. In the year 1811, the amount was............. 3 754,000 


hse. 55iks bebbehas Gaksseenseants Se 
BU be rseees eoeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeevene 2.597 ,420 
Meee buidekecesahasekes ceeicass * ae 


FOSS, vcccccccvescccssceccccccescese Sa GO4 sao 
BOUgcnveccsccanseccecesesonccocics Might@,h4o 
LSSG, AHOUL...cccccsccsccccrcccccse 42,000,000 
Nat. Int. 
Bripery. A bill has been reported in the Virginia legisla- 
ture, by acommittee, proposing to take a bribe of one-fourth of 
One per cent. per annum on the amount, for the incorporation 
of new banking capital, and the increase of old, to the aggre- 
gate amount of $6,960,000. This bribe is called in the bill a 
bonus to the state; but as the Richmond Enquirer insists on 
calling the bonus for education and internal improvements, 
which is to be given to Pennsylvania by the bank of the United 
States for a recharter, a bribe, we suppose the sum demanded 
by the legislature of Virginia for granting banking privileges 
must be considered a bribe also. If this be not very courteous 
language, it is at least the language of the court. [ Id. 





ONI0O AND MICHIGAN BOUNDARY. We shall lay before the pub- 
lie, in a few days, the report made on Tuesday, in the senate, 
by Mr. Clayton, from the committee on the judiciary, on the in- 
teresting subject of the northern boundary of Ohio. It is a 
document which discusses all the questions connected with the 
Michigan and Ohio controversy, and fully sustains the prinei- 
ple of the bill to estab¥sh the boundary by the line from the 
southern extreme of Lake Michigan to the most northerly cape 
of the Miami bay. The committee unanimously agreed that 
eongress has the power thus to settle the boundary, aad that it 
is expedient so to settle it. ‘he results of the investigation by 
this committee, at the present session, are the sance with those 
at which the same committee of the senate, though differently 
constituted, has twice before unanimously arrived. The read- 
ing of the report occupied more than an hour, and five thousand 
extra copies of it were then ordered to be printed. Since this 
report was made in the senate, we understand that the judiciary 
committee of the house have reported on the same subject. 
Their report, made yesterday (Wednesday) arrives, it is said, 
though we have not seen it or heard it read, at the same gene- 
ral results, and was made with nearly equal unanimity. 

{ Nat. Intel, 


VERY LATE FROM FiLoripa. A vessel arrived at Charleston 
on the 25th ult. from St. Augustine, which place she left on the 
preceding day. 

There were seven hundred mounted men arrived at Jackson- 
ville the 21st instant, from Georgia and South Carolina; they 
would leave next morning for Picolata. An express arrived 
from Picolata just asthe Mills was leaving St. Augustine, which 
stated that general Scott had arrived there—18 or 20 reports of 
cannon were at the time in the direction of Picolata, (a salute 
probably.) 

St. Augustine, Feb. 23. The militia of this city have been 
disbanded and disarmed by the orders of gen. Evstis. Con- 
siderable excitement prevails on the subject, as it is consider- 
ed by some to be a disgrace. This measure is regretted by all, 
especially as the gallant corps of St. Augustine guards who 
fought so bravely at Dunlawton were included in the order, 
and were also disbanded. We know of nosetof men more 


worthy of keeping their arms, and none who know how to use 
them better. Could not sonie means be devised to procure 
them arms so that this gallant corps of spirited young men 
should still continue to exist, and not die with the cause that 
called them into actual service. 
The following is an extract of a letter from an officer of the 
army to bis correspondent in this city, dated Fort Brooke, Tam- 
pa Bay, February 13, 1836: 
**We arrived here on the 11th, after a very boisterous passage 
from New Orleans. Each day we have been expecting to start 
for Fort King, but as yet have been delayed from time to time, 
until we begin to think we shall not go there at all. We start 
this morning, however, for the woods, and, if we keep on to 
Wythlacoochee, it will be very well; if not, why no matter. 
There will be a force of 1,000 men to take the field, of which 
450 will be regulars, and the balance militia. The prospectsofa 
fight are pretty fair, and, in my next, | hope to inform you that 
we have met and captured a great many Indians. lam ina 
hurry now, so that you must excuse me for not writing more.’? 
In addition to the above, we learn from other sources that 
gen. Gaines had reached Fort Brooke; that the sloop of war 
“andalia was lying 14 miles below the fort, not being able to 
gel nearer; and that, for some days before, Indian signs had 
been seen within from 12 to 20 miles of the fort. 





TENNESSEE. ‘The house of representatives refused, 
on the 12th February, to take up the expunging resolu- 
tions by a vote of 42 to 23. Some of those who are op- 
posed to them voted for taking them up. 

A letter from Valparaiso says— 

‘*We have accounts here stating that Pekin has been de- 
stroyed by an earthquake and 100,000 houses engulphed—so 
that where the city stood there is now a black and stagnant 
pool.”?) [Rather round-a-bout. } 

The republics of Peru, Bolivia and Chili, are in a 
precious state of fighting and uproar, one with the other— 
through their rapacious generals and military plunderers. 





ITEMS AND SCRAPS, 

A singular relic. Among the many other curions papers pre- 
served in the library of the Massachusetts Historical society at 
Boston, we have seen the leaf of a sermon enclosed in the 
handwriting of Dr. Eliot. 

“Mr. Cotton Mather’s leaf of a sermon which the devil was 
SO spiteful as to fear.”? 

The leaf itselfhas an appearance, in one corner, as if two 
pieces had been pinched out by the fingers, and near this ap- 
pearance is the following mema@randum in Cotton Mather’s 
handwriting. 

‘“While i was preaching at private fast, (kept for a possessed 
young woman) on Mark ix. 28, 29, ye devil tu ye Damsel flew 
upon mee, and tore ye leaf, as it is now torn, over against ye 
text. 

November 29, 1692.*? 

The good doctor doubtless preserved this leaf to testify to all 
posterity of the actual presence of the evilone. What would 
sir Walter Scott have given for the possession of such a capital 
fact in Demonology? [ Greenfield Mercury. 


Greenfield, Massachusetts January 26. Mr. Aretas Ball, of 
Montague, in this county, had the good fortune to kill on the 
20th ultimo, three wild turkies atone shot—weighing in all 45 
lbs. The wild turkey is literally a rara avis in the forests of 
the more settled portions of New England, having followed the 
course of empire, and emigrated to the wild woods of the west. 
It is rare that our Yankee sportsmen have the luck to fall in 
with, and pick off one of tllem—much more rare to take down 
thrée at one shot. 


The Memphis (Tenn.) Gazette of recent date, commences an 
editorial in the following blasphemous and shocking strain. It 
must be a bad canse that tolerates such editors, and requires 
such language to sustain it. 

“The opposition of this quarter were perfectly astonnded 
and amazed at the revocation of the nomination of judge 
White, by the legislature of Alabama. It was like the second 
coming of Christ: it came when they least expected it.” 

{ Cincinnati Whig. 


Elementary education in France. From the report of M. 
Boulay dela Meurthe. The population of France is 32,509,742 
inhabitants. With respeet to primary instruction, it may be 
divided into four classes. The first class composed of children 
below two years of age, to the number of 1,811,787. The se- 
cond class, of children above two years and below six years of 
age, tothe number of 2,744,524. The third class, of children 
above six and below fifteen years of age, to the number of 
4 987,261. The fourth class, of adults, fifteen years of age and 
above, to the number of 22,966,170. ‘The first class, below two 
years, is wholly under maternal care. ‘The second elass ought 
to be reeeived in asylums, or infant schools, to receive prepara- 
tory instrnetion: 2.500,000 children of this elass do not go to 
them. The third class ought to frequent the primary schools, 
properly so ealled: but, out of nearly five millions of ehildren 
of this class, there are still 2,537,536, namely 838,803 boys and 





1,698,733 girls, who never go to them at any time of the year; 
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and 3,740,804, viz: 1,705,890 boys and 2,039,914 girls, who do 
not attend them in the summer time. 

Of the 21,955,170 adults, there are 14,355,855, namely, 
5,741,542 males, and 8,612,314 females, who can neither read 
nor write, 


Thus, the number of persons in France, who have no in- 
struction whatever, both children and adults, is 19.391,892 per- 
Sons; thatis lo say, sixty-Lliree out of every hundred, or about 
three-fifths of the total population, deducting the 1,811,787 
children under two years of age. 

As deduction and complement of these results, the reporter 
adds these two tables. 
Institutions which ought to exist. Existing. Wanting. 
Infant Schools... ......40,000 1.000 


34.000 

Primary d0.........6..94, 204 30.467 93.817 
Female working do.... .20,000 1.000 19.090 
Adult, do......94,840 2351 51.478 
Total, 169,124 34,828 134,296 


A question for antiquaries. In making some, alterations in 
the chapel of the castie of Lassaraz, in Switzerland, there 
Were lately found, in a vanit whieh bad been walled up, tour 
Statues and cenotsph in stone. Two of the statues represent 
females, and the other two armed knights. ‘The enirass of one 
of these is open, and two toads are seen gnawing his sides; lis 
Visor is also up, and two more of the same reptiles are fastened 
to his cheeks. The legendary history of this curious figure has 
net been discovered, but as the eastle of Lassaraz plaved a dis- 
tinguished partin the wars of the country in the middle ages, 
and as there are numerous chronicles of those times in the li- 
brary at Lausanne, it possibly may be found there. There isa 
full length figure attached to the cenotaph, but the four above 
mentioned evidently do not belong to it.) They are all, how- 
ever, of the 14th century, and were not originally placed where 
they have been found; but were profably removed there for 
safety, during some of the convulsions of the country. 


Extraordinary power of steam. An ingenious Englishman, 
named West, has lately erected, on a copper mine at St. Aus- 
teli, asteam engine, on an economical principle of preserving 
the heat, in the manner, we should judge {rom the deseription, 
of professor Nott, of our country. In an experiment, it raised 
125! millions of pounds weight one foot high with every bushel 
of coals consumed! 

M. Canson of Annonay, peer of Franee, has purehased an 
estate at Algiers, on which he intends to plant 200,000 mulberry 
trees, and also the sugar cane, 


Two linenists, Kwanho and Yuen-foo, have been banished 
As traitors, for allowing the late lord Napier to arrive at Canton 
in the Amherst. 


Wheeling, Feb. 5,18365. Ji will be gratifying to our towns- 
men to Knew that the first stone of the bridge over the west 
branch of the Ohio was laid on the first day of this month—the 
western abutment at Bridgeport being on that day commenced. 
The island abutment will be commenced in the course of two 
Or three weeks, and both go forward with all practicable expe- 
dition. The building of the piers must depend upon the state 
ofthe river. Should it early become low, they will be built be- 
fore midsummer: should it conunue as full as IMst season, they 
must be deferred till the fail. The timbers can be laid, and the 
bridge finished, in a month afterwards, 

When the bridge over the eastern or main branch of the 
river is determined on and about to be commenced, we hope 
the energetic contractor will not take our citizeus by surprise 
in javing the foundation, as he has done on this occasion. 

That event should be acCbinpanied with appropriate ceremo- 
nies. The day should be greeted with the loudest welcome 
that all our bells and all our artillery can bestow: every steam- 
boat, keel and flat boat, shoutd raise high their banners: the 
great statesman of the westand ardent patron of the national 
road, Henry Cray, should lay the corner stone: an orator 
should be appointed on the part of the corporation, and another 
on the part of the different trades and professions: and at night 
the town should be illuminated. The day that sees begun the 
first bridge across the Ohio should be a memorable one to our 
annals. 

We understand that Mr. Laberon, the builder, has taken the 
opportunity afforded by the covering of the river with ice, to 
measure the precise distance between the abutments. Itis, 
for the west branch, 625 feet; for the vast branch, 855. This, 
then, is the width of the river at the ordinary stage of water in 
the navigable season—main branch 285 yards, lesser branch 208 
do. { Times. 


The convents of Switzerland, are not only numerous but 
possessed of large wealth. That of Rhineau is estimated ata 
million of florins. 


There were 80 fires in the city of Philadelphia, and its suburbs, 


last vear—the aggregate damage of which was estimated at 
$119,200. 


. The governor of the workhonse at Alvington, in Gloncester, 
England, receiveda communication from a pauper a short time 
ago, stating the terms on which the gentleman would gracious- 
ly consent to become an inmate of the house, in these words: 
_ *For the azement of my mind I have set down the prinicble 
part of what [ subzist upon. Tee for breckfust, a little tozt 


well buttered. For dinner, a little mutton and bred, and half 
a point of good hale. in the evening tee and a botled-eg. The 
mutton must be lane. Lt always sleeps in blankets. In this 
way [| have contrived to live nearly eighteen months. With- 
out these trifels I cannot do,’ [ Nut. Guz. 


It appears, by the Havana statistics, says the Boston Mercan- 
tile, that two-thirds of the sugar and eoflee, and probably near- 
ly ali the molasses, shipped from thence and Mantanzas, come 
to the United States, and most of the two first articles to Eu- 
ropean markets is carried in our vessels. 





The duchess de Dantzie, widow of marshal Lefevre, died on 
Monday morning at the age of 76. She has left a fortune of 
upwards of 15,000,000 francs to the neices of her late husband, 

[ Galignani’s Messenger. 

Sixteen cases of steel armor, mannfactnred at Paris express- 
ly for the popular drama of the Jewess, have arrived at Drury 
| Lane. 


The axle of the tender on the Charleston rail road gave way, 
which destroyed five freight and baggage wagons. It happened 


about65 miles from Charleston—forlunately no persons were 
injured, 


The duke of Buccleugh has given tothe heirs of Hogg, the 
poet, a lease of the farm at Altrive for ninety-nine years, fora 
peppercorn per year. It is a noble act, notwithstanding the 
duke has an annual income ofa million of dollara. 





BRIEF NOTICES—CHIEFLY OF NEGLECTED ARTICLES. 

The Constitution frigate, commodore Elliott, has been 
at Athens, when she was visited by the king of Greece, 
and some of his superior chiefs, with much courtesy. 


It seems agreed, that the condition of the mails was 
never quiet so bad as at present. We have grevious 
complaints from all quarters. The ‘‘Louisville Fournal” 
sayS— . 

‘“Ifsome of our eastern friends will have the good- 
ness to puta few coals of fire upon the backs of Mr. 
Kendall’s mail-terrapins, they will very much oblige 
us.”” 


Bowen, the black man, who attempted the life of his 
mistress, in Washington, has been respited until the 2d 
of June—by the president of the United States. 

Robert J. Walker, the new senator from the state of 
Mississippi, appeared on Monday, the 22d ult. was qua- 
| lified, and took his seat. 











Persons in various parts of the ceuntry, taking advan- 
tage of the deep snow, have committed great slaughter 
among the deer, who are benumed by the cokd, and de- 
| prived almost of food, and therefore rendered very do- 
cile. A man near Binghampton, (according to the Broome 
county, N. Y. Republican), has killed forty. Another, 
more humane, has caughta full-grown deer, led it to his 
home, where it partook of the food that was offered it, 
and soon became quite tame. 





, 

Mr. Gay’s power-loom for weaving silk has been found 
eminently successful at Providence, R.I. The lathe 
performs 140 strokes per minute. ‘The fabric is equal to 
the imported article. The little girl who attends it says 
she can take care of four at atime, turning off 100 yarde 
per day. . 

The ice on the river Schuylkill is said to be from 2¢ 
to 24 inches thick. Should it move of while ina solid 
state, by a high freshest, much damage may reasonably 
be expected. [ Norristown Herald. 

Advices received at New Orleans, mention that a force 
of 2,500 Mexicans was advancing upon Texas, and that 
1,500 of them had reached the river Frio, 80 miles from 
San Antonio. It is stated that the Texians have relin- 
quished the contemplated design of privateering against 
Mexican commerce. 


Yale collere. From the catalogue of this venerable 
university for 1835-6, it appears that, the whole number 
of students at the institution is 572. The freshmen num- 
ber 155, which, it is believed, is the largest class that 
ever entered any college in the union. 

Port of New Orleans. The accumulaiing wealth and 
erowing commercial importance of this. great southern 
mart, is not less pleasing than remarkable. From 
table exhibiting the amount of tonnage annually enteré# 
at the New Orleans custom house, furnished by the col- 
lector of that port, it appears that in 1821, that it amount- 
ed to less than seventy-five thousand tons. In 1835 it had 
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‘inereased to upwards of three hundred and thirty-three 
thousand tons. During the year 1835, the increase over 
the preceding year was upwards of seventy-five thousand 
tons—being 357,414! 


Among the indications of the immense wealth of Eng- 
land, none is more striking than the amount of deposites 
in savings banks. Inthe year 1832 this amount was thir- 
teen millions of pounds sterling, and in 1834 fifteen mil- 
lions. As no doubt nearly the whole of this immense 
sum is deposited by the poorer and laboring classes, the 
evidence it affords of prosperity is still more gratifying. 


The 22d ult. the birth-day of the FaTHER OF HIS COUN- 
TRY, the unequalled WASHINGTON, was very gene- 
rally observed. 


Marine Hall, (Boudoin college), was destroyed by fire 
on the 17th ult. It was also destroyed, in like manner, 
in 1822, 


From returns already received it is ascertained that 
during the last year upwards of five hundred thousand 
passengers travelled on the Liverpool and Manchester 
rail road, exclusive of way-passengers. 


Grain. It isa singular fact, that two or three cargoes 
of wheat, rye and oats, have recently been imported 
from Europe into New York,’and have paid a handsome 
profit to those concerned in the transactions. 


The demand on England for rail road iron to go to 
the continent and United States, is said to amount to near 
390,000 tons. 


The great establishment—the ‘.Wethodist Book Con- 
cern,” at New York, was destroyed by fire, last week. 
Loss, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars! About 300 
persons have thereby been thrown out of employment. 
‘The watchman had passed late through the building. 
The house was thonght to be fire proof. It is a pro- 
found mystery how it occurred. The building was 121 
feet in length by_52 deep, with a projection in the rear 
100 feet by 48. The whole was of brick, and six stories 
high, including the basement. The printing establish- 
ment of the concern was very extensive—giving em- 
ployment to between 60 and 70 compositors, and 32 
presses, including one Napier. A great amount of ste- 
reotype plates were destroyed in the printing office, to- 
gether with all the presses, types, &c. 


The Delaware 74, capt. John B. Nicholson, bearing 
the broad pendant of com. Patterson, arrived at Norfolk 
last week, from the Mediterranean—oflicers and crew in 
excellent health. 


Oak wood wasselling in New Yorkat $16 50 per cord, 
and pine at $IL 25, 


Prospects of Monmouth county, New Jersey. For 50 
years after the revolution this county existed in a state 
of supine torpor—not five lots were sold in all this time 
in the principal town of Freehold. <A few years since 
was made the great discovery of marl, which has been 
a mine of wealth to the farmers, producing the richest 
pastures and grazing for cattie and sheep, and for mak- 
ing butter and cheese. The consequence has been that 
farms which have within 10 years sold at $10 the acre, 
now bring readily from $50 to $100. So much for the 
virtue of marl. Such is the wealth and enterprise thus 
brought into the county, that it is now proposed to make 
a rail road from the principal town to join the Camden 
and Amboy rail road at Hightstown, distant 10 or 12 
miles, with a spur or branch to the marl pits. 


Remarkable fact. In the last number of Silliman’s 
Journal, is an article ‘‘on currents in water.” It is as- 
serted that if a tub or other vessel filled with water and 
a hole made near the middle of the bottom to discharge 
it, the water will require a rotary motion from west to 
south, or opposed to the apparent motion of the sun, and 
if means are used to produce an opposite motion, upon 
withdrawing those means, the former direction will be 


resumed. ‘This cannot be the effect of chance, but of 


natural laws constantly operating, [ Boston ‘Trans. 


The Quaker controversy tn New Jersey ended. 1t 
must be gratifying to both parties of Friends, that the 
question has at last been settled by a law which recently 
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passed the New Jersey legislature—by the provisions of 
Which the property belonging to the soeiety of Friends, 
at the time of the separation, is to be divided in propor- 
tion to the relative numbers of each party. It passed the 
assembly by a vote of 52 to 14, and the council 12 to 2. 
This will of course put the matter at rest. [Jder. Ad. 


Ship letters. ‘There were received at the post office 
in this city, yesterday, nine thousand five hundred and 
thirty-nine letters, by the packets from Liverpool and 
Havre. Five thousand and seven of these for other of- 
fices, were marked, stamped and mailed by the forward- 
ing clerks in less than three hours after their arrival, 
besides attending to the regular ordinary business of 
making up the mails for the south, east and north. The 
city letter clerks and carriers were ready for delivery 
before 6 o’clock P. M. ‘This may be considered a de- 
spatch of business unequalled in the annals of the post 
office department. (MV. YY. Uom. 


The pacha of Egypt has recently suffered a severe 
reverse in the Hedjaz (Arabia). The Arabscame down 
upon his troops from the gorges of the mountains, and 
out of 10,000 Egyptians only 500 were saved. 


New York, Feb. 27. It is now a period of more than 
seventy days since the calamitous fire of December, and 
while we are penning this paragraph, the smoke from 
the ruins of the A «erican publication office, (next west 
of the Merchants Exchange), is issuing forth anew from 
under the snow with which the eellar of that building is 
filled. [M. ¥. Com. Adv. 


A valuable invention. Dre MeWilliams, of this city, 
has taken outa patent for a stove for heating carriages of 
all kinds, which is one of the most valuable inventions 
which have ever been made. It is remarkable in its 
structure, and may be sold for six or eight dollars; and 
it consumes the most inconsiderable quantity of coal, 
The advantages of such a stove are almost too obvious to 
be mentioned. ‘Taking up very little room, they may 
be fitted to the bottom of gigs or chaises, and of every va- 
riety of carriage, and are particularly well adapted to 
rail road cars. The expense of fuel is not above three 
cents for a hundred railes travelling, at an ordinary rate. 
It is only necessary to make this invention known, to se- 
cure its introduction very generally. For a trifling ex- 
pense, a stage driver may now be as comfortably situated 
on his box, as by the room fire; and the pleasures of 
sleigh-riding, may be enhanced a hundred fold. This 
stove is now used in the cars of the Baltimore and 
Washington rail road, and gives entire satisfaction. The 
passengers are kept warm during the whole journey, 
and are never annoyed by smoke—the stove being air- 
tight. [ Washington Mirror. 


The fine arts. It will no doubt afford satisfaction to the 
lovers of the fine arts in this country to learn that through 
the agency of col. Childs, West’s splendid picture of 
death on the pale horse, has been purchased for the 
Pennsylvania academy of the fine arts. ‘The picture is 
now in New York, having been brought from London in 
the packet ship Hannibal, just arrived. 

This picture has long been regarded as the chef d’ 
ouvre of our distinguished countryman. As Americans 
we feel proud that this great work of art is permanently 
to remain in this country, and as Philadelphians we are 
eratified that such a treasure has been added to the al- 
ready large and valuable collection of works of arts be- 
longing to one of our public institutions. | Herald. 


Sir John Sinclair, bart who recently died at Edinburg 
at the age of 82, was one of the most distinguished be- 
nefactors of Great Britain. He was a member of the 
privy council, wrote avout 100 volumes on agriculture, 
finance, &e. and in 1794, by his great influence raised 
two battalions of volunteers, each 1,000 men. 


Pauperism, In the city and county of N. York, during 
the past year, there were, according to the official state- 
ment, 22,696 paupers, and the expense of supporting 
this number, amounted to $91,813. The whole number 
in the state, was 39,362—total expense $523,841 12, 

Dr. Lardner, in the new edition of his work on “‘the 
steam engine,” expresses a conviction that on the line 
from London to Liverpool, express coaches will go at 
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the rate of fifty miles an honr, and that even a hundred 
is within the limits of mechanical probability. 


The banks of New York are supposed to pay $26,600 
a year, in postages! 


Al steam sleigh has been invented. at Galena, by a 
couple of Yankees, and was to be applied for immediate 
use. It is water-tight, and is supplied with windows, 
stoves, &c. ° 


[tis highly spoken of, 

Steam vs. water. The Portsmouth Journal makes a 
statement, based upon actual experiment, by which it 
appears that the manufacture of cotton by steam mills, 
In seaport towns, may very successfully compete with 
the best water power in the interior. ‘Che cost of ope- 
rating a mill at Lowell, of 10,000 spindles is put down at 
150 dollars per week; that of a steam miil of the same 
power, at 125 dollars—making a diflerence in favor of 
steam of 25 dollars per week. 


More than four years—five winters, have passed since 
the opening of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road to Fre- 
derick—60 miles. Since which, though we have had 
some ‘‘terrible’” snow storms, a single trip has not 
been lost, some were a little delayed, to give the snow 
cars time to operate. Many trips have been lost on the 
Philadelphia and Columbia, and Camden and Amboy 
rail roads, and certain others; not more incommoded by 
snow than the Baltimore and Ohio. Their trains have 
also been repeatedly fired, and much damage sustained— 
but, by the use of anthracite coal, the latter have been 
safe, ‘This coal, too, is a prodnet of Pennsylvania. 

= od BB Cito 
FOREIGN NEWS. 
From Paris papers of the 1ith Jan. 

Paris, Jan.8. At8 o’clock last evening, the grand deputa- 
tion of the chamber of peers was received by the king, and 
presented to his majesty the address from the chamber in an- 
swer to the speech from the throne; [already published in this 
paper. } 

The following is his majesty’s reply:—‘*Gentlemen, [ ain af- 
fected by the sentiments you have expressed towards my chil- 
dren and myself, and, both as a father and a king, I feel joy 
from those which you manifest towards my eldest son. ‘The 
increasing prosperity of France, the testimonies of confidence 
and attachment with which Lam more and more surrounded 
by the nation, are additional motives for my receiving bappi- 
ness from the congratulations you presentto me. I participate 
in vour hopes that all our wishes will be accomplished, and 
that our efforts, crowned with success,will continue to preserve 
to France that repose, that liberty, that grandeur, which | am 
happy in having contributed to ensure to her,”? 

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 
Sitting of January 8. 

The order of the day being the communication of the draught 
of the address, in reply to the speech from the throne, the do- 
cument was read by the president as follows: 

‘*Sire,—The chamber of deputies, faithfully ipterpreting the 
desires and the wants of the country, congratulates itself on 
having to lay before your majesty words of satisfaction and of 
hope. Profound peace reigns in this state, and France has 
faith in its duration. This security, by cemeuting our union 
at home, augments the assurance of our power abroad. Happy 
the country which feels in so high a degree the consciousness 
of its strength, when all its wishes are for peace. 

“This prosperous situation is due to the action of time, and 
to the progress of public reason, which have triumphed over 
the most difficult circumstanees, Not long since France saw 
public order and our institutions struggling against the despe- 
rate efforts of factions. ‘To defend them, sire, your govern- 
ment appealed only to the force of the laws, and we take plea- 
sure in acknowledging, with your majesty, the happy effects of 
the legislative measures adopted by the constitutional powers. 
Seconded in every instance by the good sense of the nation, 
they have restored the respect due to the laws and public mo- 
rals; the attacks againsi the sovereign and constitution of the 
eountry have ceased, and the confidence of all good citizens 
now rallies around those great interests, which are henceforth 
inviolable. 

“A catastrophe, with which the most lamentable recollec- 
tions are connected, has thrown the country into consternation; 
it will have served only to display in their true light the mag- 
nanimity of the sovereign, and the affection of France. Pro- 
vidence, who watches over her destinies, has visibly protected 
your majesty’s days, which are the nation’s dearest patrimony. 

‘Your royal family, sire, has also its part in the hopes of the 
country. Your sons have passed their earliest years with ours, 
and we now find them in the camp amidst our valorous youth. 
In this noble participation of labor and of peril, Franee recog- 
nizes the national character of the dynasty of which she has 
made choice. She has seen with emotion the eldest of her 
prinees sharing in the fatigues and the dangers of our army, 
and the chamber having sympathized with your just solicitude, 
is entitled to participate in your satisfuction as a father and a 
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king. That chamber, sire, hopes that the residence of the heir 
to the throne in our Affican possessions, will contribute to en- 
lighten the government as to the measures best calculated tu 
eonciliate, with regard to those possessions, the wishes of civi- 
lization and the real interests of France. 

“The first necessity of civilization, sire, is peace, and we 
have welcomed with heartfelt gratification the assurance which 
has fallen from your moajesty’s lips, that the state of our rela- 
tions with foreign poweys is satisfactory. Our intimate urion 
with great Britain is an additional guarantee for the duration of 
peace! it insures the duration and maintenance of rights con- 
secrated by treaties, the execution of which is of importance 
to the balance of power in Europe. 

‘France, sire, sets an example of the faithfal fulfilment of 
promises. On the frontiers of Spain, your majesty’s govern- 
ment has taken the necessary measures to insure the accom- 
plishment of the treaty of the 28th April, 1834. The chamber 
sincerely desircs that those measures, continued with vigilant 
firmness, may contribute to the internal pacification of the Pe 
ninsula, and the consolidation of the throne of Isabella IL. 

“The chamber regrets with your majesty that the treaty of 
the 4th of July, 1831, has not received its complete execution. 
In the friendly mediation of Great Britain, the chamber has 
seen a fresh proof of the alliance which unites both countries. 
The declarations contained in a recent act enables us at 
lengta to hope fur a determination equally honorable to two 
great nations. 5 


‘‘Peace, sire, can serve only to augment the presperity of 
our finances; their satisfactory condition, us your majesty in- 
forms us, will permit us at length to obtain, in all its reality, 
that equilibrium which is so desirable between the revenues 
and the expenditures of the state. ‘To attain and preserve this 
important result, We are aware of the maturity that is required 
in the regulation of the credits, of all the steadiness that is ne- 
cessary in the maintenance of their limits, and of all the pru- 
dence that must be observed in the valuation of the receipts 
which are to provide for that object. In this spirit we shall 
examine the financial laws that may be presented tous. A 
well-advised economy is a sacred duty to the government, and 
also for a chamber which is the guardian of the public fortune. 

After three days discussion, the address was adopied (246 to 
67), with no material amendments except the following, pro- 
posed by M. Mornay to be added to the Sth paragraph: 

“This happy harmony affords us a hope that, in concert with 
Great Britain, and the powers whose interests are connected 
with ours, you may be able, sire, to restore the European ba- 
lance, so necessary to the maintenance of peace, and that the 
first pledge of it may be the preservation of the ancient nation- 
ality of Poland, which has been consecrated by treaties.?? 

The adoption of this amendment was received with loud and 
prolonged cheers of the deputies of the opposition. 

The Journal des Debats says the paragraph on which the 
amendment was moved, evidently related to Poland, and was 
so understood by every body; it was therefore incumbent upon 
the chamber to make it explicit, or to withdraw it altogether. 
As for the ground work of the matter, every body was agreed; 
the government had protested against the union of Poland with 
Russia, and expressed its determination to maintain their pro- 
testations in face of the chamber, that is to say, of all Europe; 
there was, therefore, every reason why the address should em- 
body those opinions. ‘This would, perhaps, not have been gone 
but for the speech of Warsaw, which made the chamber refuse 
to pass over in silence an usurpation upon which Russia had 
effected no reserve; the address of the chamber is, therefore, 
a just satisfaction given to the public indignation. Although 
there was a difference of opinion as to the snitableness of the 
protestation, there was none as to the foundation of the matter. 

Paris, Jan.11. Deplorable excesses were committed at Bar- 
celona on the 4th inst. Upwards ofa hundred prisoners were 
massacred by the populace, in the citadel. The body of col, 
O'’Connel was horribly mutilated. The disturbauce continued 
onthe 5th. The lives of all persons suspected of Carlism were 
threatened. On the 4th, upon receiving an account of these 
disorders, gen. Mina left Sau Lorenzo for Barcelona. 

The city of Guetaria has been captured by the Carlists and 
burnt. The citadel, by the last aceounts, remained in the 
hands of the constitutionalists, 


Much sympathy is expressed both by the London and Paris 
papers, on account of the late calamitous fire in New York.— 
In Paris a subscription was opened for the relief of the suffer- 
ers. It was anticipated that a great many bills would come 
back dishonored, butin this there will be a happy disappoint- 
ment. 

A letter from Constantinople ef the Lith ult. published in the 
Augsburgh Gazette, contains the foilowing intelligence:—** Di- 
plomatic negotiations are still very brisk; and the French am- 
bassador in particular has frequent conferences with the reis ef- 
fendi. [t is said that the subject of them is the demand ofa 
considerable sum of money by France from the dey of Tripoli. 

The queen of Portugal was married, by proxy, on the Ist of 
January. ‘he prince, her husband, is said to be strongly in- 
clined in favor of French interests. No farther change of mi- 
nistry had taken place, but the weakness of the marquis de 
Loule, the new premier, became daily more apparent. Her 
majesty opened the session of the chambers on the 2d with a 
speech, in which we do not find any thing of so much interest 
or importance as to induce us to copy it. 
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London, Jan. 13. A further advance of 20s. per ton has ta- 
ken place in wrought iron of every description, making, since 
the first of September last, a total advance of £3 per ton. 

Stock exchange, Jun.13. In the gmouey market little business 
has been doing, and consols for account are 9253. 

A letter trom Lemberg, in Galacia, dated Dec. 31, says: 

‘*Russian troops are concentrating between Plock and Lub- 
lin; and three regiments of cavalry have taken up their quar- 
ters On the other side of the Vistula, which is attributed to the 
arrival of anew and strong division from the government of Wil- 
na. The Austiian Commanders appear to be carefully watch- 
ing these movements. ‘The republic of Cracow is urging the 
three courts to acknowledge its independence, to which Rus- 
sia Opposes exhorbitant pretensions and pecuniary demands, 
which it is impossible for Cracow tosatislfy. They are waiting 
for answers from Vieuna,”? 

“ Mr. Bois le Comte has been appointed French minister, at 
Washington. 

Admiral Mackau remained at Paris on the 14th of January! 
Whence the ridiculous stories about his arrival in the Antiles? 
It has been “humbugged”’ even in congress. 

Sir Christopher Pepys, late master of the rolls, has been ap- 
pointed lord chancellor, of Great Britain and Ireland. Mrs. 
Copley, (of Boston) mother of lord Lyndhurst, died on the llth 
Jan. in her 90th year. 

Latest from England. London dates of Feb. 4. 

The accounts of the state of the cotton market, are highly 
favorable. 

The political intelligence is not of much importance. We 
see nothing in the papers, respeeling the French: indemnity. 
Mr. Vail, our charge at London, had had an interview and was 
in correspondence with the Freneh minister at that court. 

The London Times of the 2lst states that the question of the 
recognition of the independence of the trans-Atlantic states, is 
now under consideration at Madrid, and expresses a hope that 
the holders of stock of those countries may by such a measure 
be enabled to obtain their claims, which now amount to 
£25,000,000. It was believed that the independence of all of 
those states would be, at once, acknowledged. 

It is reported that the French ministry is still in danger. 
The question of the reduction of the five per cents. still agitat- 
ed the public mind, and itis asserted that the new minister of 
fimance was in favor of the same measure as led to the resigna- 
tion of his predecessor. 

An Aimerican frigate was standing into Lisbon on the 20th of 
January. An American frigate and a corvette, were in the 
port of Lisbon on the 17th. 

Mr. Wilkins, our minister (ec Russia, had passed through 
Berlin. 

A wonderful degree of prosperity attends many of the most 
important branches of British manufactures and commerce. 

United States bank shares were quoted on the 28th Jan. in 
London, at £22, 10s. No quotations of the prices of other 
Americap stocks were given. 

London, Feb. 2. 
The late conflagration at New York. 

The right honorable the lord mayor has given his ready ap- 
proval of and consent to call a public meeting expressive of the 
deep sympathy of the metropolis of England in regard to the 
conflagration at New York. 

The following answer of his lordship to George Junes, esq. 
the projector of the meeting, will at once be gratifying and sa- 
tisfactory in regard to the liberality of our chief magistrate:— 

Mansion-house Jan. 29, 1826. 

‘Sir: Whenever the requisition is presented to me! shall 
be most happy to convene a meeting for so noble a purpose, 
&c. &c, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

“WW. T. COPELAND. 

“To George Jones, esg.’? 

Paris, Jan. 24. The fire at New York has produced its ef- 
fect at St. Etienne, where silks to the value of 1,300,000 franes 
have been sold this week, with a rise of 4 franes per lb. on or- 
ganzines. 

The trial of Fieschi appears to bave recovered all its original 
interest with the Parisians, Tickets of aimission to the court 
are said to have been sold in some instances for the extraordi- 
nary sum of twelve pounds sterling; and so numerous have 
been the applications for them, that the allowance to the fo- 
reign ministers for the first day was limited to two each. The 
court Was extremely crowded on Saturday to witness the com- 
mencement of the trial. At half past twelve, the prisoners 
were placed atthe bar. Fieschi entered the hall smiling, and 
appeared highly gratified that his trial was about to commence. 
Morey is evidently in a bad state of health, Pepin also appear- 





February 23. After a variety of incidental business—the se~ 


nate took up the fortification bill, and made some progress 
therein. 
country, in regard to it, 
of Mr. Preston, 


Mr. Benton spoke, at length, on the policy of the 
The senate adjourned on the motion 


February 24. A message was received from the president of 


the United States, enclosing a report from the secretary of war, 
concerning the improvemeut of Red river; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Several private bills were passed, 
On motion of Mr. Tom/inson, the committee on pensions was 


discharged from the further consideration of the petition of the 


widow and children of Major Dade, and it was referred to the 


committee on military affairs. 


Mr. Tomlinson stated that the committee on pensions did not 
Wish to nake any extension of the pension system, but, under 
the circumstances of this case, major Dade having been killed 
in Florida, the military committee might probably propose 
some allowance in the form of extra pay. 

The fortification bill chiefly eceupied this day. Mr. Benton 
and Mr. Preston were the principal speakers, the latter gave 
way for the purpose of going into executive business. 

February 25. Mr. Robbins, from the committee on the li- 
brary, reported a joint resolution authorising a subscription to 
Carey, Lea, & Co’s bistory of congress. 

Laid upon the table. 

The fortification bill was further discussed, and 

Mr. Preston concluded the remarks commenced by him yes- 
terday, by moving to amend the bill by striking out the clause 
appropriating for the fortification at Kennebeck. 

Mr. Clay suggested the propriety of laying the bil, on the 
table, and having the various tables printed which had beea 
referred to by gentlemen, beiore the details of the bill were de- 
cided on. As the works embraced in this bill were all new 
ones, there was no immediate haste necessary in acting on this 
bill, The wisest cours* would be to make appropriation 
promptly for the old works not provided for last session, and 
to take time fora full examination of the various subjects of 
appropriation in this bill. 

Mr. Preston expressed his acquiescence in the force of the 
remark. 

The fortification bill was laid on the table, and the papers 
were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the senate proceeded, with 
closed doGrs, to cousider executive business; after which, 

The senate adjourned. 

February 26. A message from the president was received, 
With the fullowing enclosure*— 

Department of State, Feb. 24, 1836. 
To the president of the U. Stutes. 

‘The secretary of state, to whom was referred the resolution 
of the senate, requesting the president to ‘cause to be com- 
municated to the senate, so far as there may be information In 
the department of state, the number and amount of claims for 
spoliations presented to the commissioners under the French 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty-one, which were rejected 
and the reasons for said rejection,’”’ has the honor to report: 
That it appears from the register of the commissioners 

that the number of claims presented amounted to......3,148 
Of which aliowances have been made, in whole or in 

ENEs OB sc vecctndevssacd dcbaesen Sotdese ocurtngees ieee 
Leaving the number upon which no allowances have 
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The books of the commissioners do not, generally, give any 
information respecting the amount claimed in the rejected 
cases; nor do they, in any instance, furnish the reasons for re- 
jection. In many of the cases in which allowances were 
made, these allowances were partial only, portions of the claim 
having been rejected. 
the commissioners do not furnish the means of complying with 
the resolution of the senate. 

An estimate of the aniount of the rejected claims, and a 
conjectural statement of the reasons for the rejection, aporoxi- 

mating the truth, might probably be made upon a careful ex- 
amination and comparison of all the papers on file in the de- 
partment relative to the claims presented to the commissioners. 
Butsuch an estimate and statement are not believed to be 
within the terms of the resolution, and would not repay the 
tine and labor which, from the great number of the papers 
would necessarily be employed in prepariug them. ATI which 
is respectfully submitted, Joun FORSYTH, 

The message was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the senate postponed all the 
previous orders, and resumed the consideration of the bill for 





ed much depressed. Bescher seemed to preserve a perfect 
self-possession and composure; and the other prisoner, Boireau, 
who is quite a youth in appearance, was perfectly calin and 
unembarrassed. The court consisted of 175 peers, including 
prince Talleyrand. 
Meee 
TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 


SENATE 


February 19. This day was chiefly expended in receivina | 
y { 


petitions and resolutions, and in various discussions of wo par- 
ticular, or present, general interest. Adjourned to Monday. 
February 22. A message was received froin the president, 
(see last volume), after the reading of which and some re- 
merke from Mr, Clay, the senate adjourned. 


the continuation of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. Hendricks withdrew the amendment proposed by him, 
and pending when the bill was last under consideration, to add 
$20,000 to the amount of appropriation for Indiana. 

Mr. Clay, after some remarks, to which Mr. Tipton replied, 
moved to amend the bill by reducing the items of appropriation 
to the amounts in the bill of the last session, as far as relates 
to Ohio and Indiana, and appropriating for the graduating only 
of the road in Llinois. 

Some debate took place on this motion, in which Mr. Ewing, 
Mr. Robinson, Mr. Linn, Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Crittenden, Mr. 
Buchanan, Mr. Niles, Mr. Benton, and Mr. Davis, participated. 





It appears, therefore, that the records of 








*As corrected the next day, 
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Before the discussion had terminated, it was, on motion of 
M:. Clay, 

Ordered, That wien the senate adjourns, it adjourns to meet 
on Monday. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 29. A communication was received from the war 
department, enelosing a report, in compliance with a resolution 
of the senate, of the effective force of the army; which was 
referred to the comiittee on military affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Tue following letter was received, and laid before the senate 
by the chair: 

Washington, Feh. 29, 1836. 

Sir: i beg leave through you to inform the senate that 1 have 
on this day resigned into the hands of the general assembly of 
Virginia, for reasous fully made known to it, my seat in the se- 
nate of the United States, as a senator from that state. This 
aununclauon is HOW made so as to enable the senate, at its ear- 
liest pleasure, to fill such vacancies in the several committees 
az may be created by my resignation. 

Jun taking leave Of the body over which you preside, I should 
be faithless to the feelings of my heart, if [ did not frankly con- 
fess that J do so with no ordinary emotions. I look tothe body 
itselt, as the representutive of those tederative principles of our 
systeim, to preserve Which unimpaired has been the unceasing 
Object of my public life. L separate from many with whom | 
have been associated for years, and part with friends whose re- 
collection I shall cherish to the close of my life. These are 
sacrifices which il gives me pain to make. Be pleased to as- 
sure the senate that l carry with me into retirement sentiments 
of respect towards ils members; and that, in bidding them 
adieu, | extend to each and all my best wishes for their health, 
happiness and long life. I have the honor to be, sir, your most 
Obedient servant, Joun ‘T'¥LeR.* 
Hon. Mr. Van Buren. 

The senate proceeded to consider the petition of the friends 
assembled at Piiladelphia, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in tie District of Columbia, 

Messis. Wall, Black, King, of Geo. and Porter, having spo- 
ken on the subject— 

Mr. Leigh, by general consent, laid on the table some reso- 
Jutions of the general assembiy of Virginia, on the subject of 
slavery; and 

The senate adjourned. 

March 1. Mr. Clayton, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to which was referred the bill to establish the northern boun- 
dary line of the state of Ohio, and the joint resoluuion on the 
same subject, made a report, which was read. 

The report is very long, and occupied the greater part of the 
moruing in the readiig. 

Mr. Ewing, of Olno, moved that the report be laid on the 
table and printed, and that 5,000 extra copies be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan rose to put himself right as to one single point. 
He concurred in the report of the bill, and he also concurred 
generally in the reasoning of the committee. There was, how- 
ever, one point on which he dissented. He did not think that 
the provision in the constitution of Ohio imposed on the go- 
vernment of the United States, any obligation, express or im- 
plied, to demand from Miehigan the disputed territory, as a 
matter of right. In reference to ils expediency, he agreed with 
the committee. He thought the better course would be to give 
the territory to Ohio, and make it up to Michigan out of the 
territory of Wisconsin. He thought that Ohio had no greater 
right to demand this territory of Michigan, than Michigan had 
to claim it. 

Mr. Clayton said it was unnecessary at this time to debate 
the differences between the member from Pennsylvania and the 
rest of the committee. It was a fact, however, which perhaps 
it was well should be made known, that, in the resudés to which 
the committee had arrived, every member concurred. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania differs from the rest of us only ina 
single part of the reasoning which brought us to these results, 
and that is this: we consider it not only expedient, but due to 
our sense of justice, to confirm the Ohio line; the gentieman 
thinks it expedient only. We have not decided that Ohio has 
the line she claims as a matter of strict legal right. On the 
contrary, the report we have made negatives suctia pretension. 
Had we decided that Ohio has, without our further legislation, 
a vested and indef-asible right to the boundary proposed in the 
bill, we should not have reported the bill, but have remitted 
the parties to the judicial tribunals of the country. 

The motion to print five thousand extra copies was then 
agreed to. 

The chair laid before the senate a communication from the 
secretary of the treasury on the subject of a resolution of a 
previous session, concerning the safety of steam-boat naviga- 
tion. 

Also, a communication from the treasury department, in re- 
ply to a resolution of the senate, reporting the balance of 
money in the treasury on the latest day on which that balance 

was ascertained. : 

These communications were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The senate proceeded to consider the petition of the society 
of Friends, praying for the abolition of slavery. 





[*Itis stated that Mr. Leigh will not resign—at least at the 
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The question being on the motion of Mr. Calhoun, that the 
petition be not received, 

After some remarks from Mr. Prentice, Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Preston—the senate adjourned. 

March2. ‘The message which follows was received from the 
president of the United States, and was ordered to be printed, 
_ ‘Washington, Feb. 29, 1836. 
To the senate and house of represeniutives of ihe U. States: 

I transmit a report of the secretary of state, communicat- 
ing an application from the charge d’affaires of Portugal, for 
the passage by congress of a special act abolishing diseriminat- 
ing duties upon the cargoes of Portuguese vessels, imported 
into the United States from these parts of the government of 
Portugal, in which no discriminating “uties are charged upon 
the vessels of the United States, of their cargoes, and provid- 
ing fora return of the discriminating duties which have been 
exacted upon the cargoes of Portuguese vessels thus cireum- 
stanced since the 18th of April, 1834. IT also transmit a copy 
of the correspondence which has taken place on the subjeet 
between the department of state, and the charge d’affaires of 
Portugal. 

The whole matter is submitted to the discretion of congress, 
With this suggestion, that if an act should be passed placing 
the cargoes of Portuguese vessels coming from certain parts of 
the territories of Portugal on the fcoting of those imported in 
vessels of the United States, or deciding upon the propriety of 
restoring the duties heretofore levied, and the time which they 
should be restored, regard should be had to the fact that the 
decree of the 18th of April, 1834, which is made the basis of 
the present application, took effect on the Island of Madeira 
and the Agzores many months after its promulgation, and to 
the more important fact that, until the first of February instant, 
an indirect advantage was allowed by Portugal to importations 
from Great Britaia over those from other countries, ineluding 
the United States. ANDREW JACKSON, 
Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, from the committee on public lands, re- 
ported a bill to re-organize the general land office; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading, and, with a document 
from the commissioner, ordered to be printed. 

Some further discussion took place by Messrs. Buchanan, 
Walker and White, on the abolition question; and on motion 
of Mr. Goldsborough, the senate adjourned. 

March 3. After other business— 

The senate proceeded to the special order, being the petition 
of the society of Friends of Philadeiphia, praying for the aboli 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

And Messrs. Golsborough and King, of Ala. spoke on it. Mr, 
Cuthbert requested to be indulged until to-moirow; and the ge- 
nate then proceeded to the consideration of executive business, 
on the motion of Mr. Clay. 


eee 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 19. On motion ot Mr. Thomas, the bill from the 
senate extending the charters of the bank of Alexandria and 
the bank of Columbia for three years, together with the amend- 
ment thereto reported from the committee of the house was 
taken up for consideration, 

The amendment was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

The New York relief bill was further considered—but the 
house adjourned without arriving at any conclusive decision 
about it. 

{Adjourned till Tuesdavy—on account of Washinglon’s birth 
day bappening on Monday.) 

Tuesday, Feb. 23. The message from the president, relative 
to our affairs with France, was received and read. 

The printing of 10,000, 25,000 and 40,000 copies were propes- 
ed—25,000 agreed to. 

Mr. Lay, of New York, having moved to amend the motion 
sO as to require that the documents shou!d be laid on the tabies 
completed by the Ist of June. Lost. 

Petitions being in order, on the unfinished business of Mon- 
day—and one for the abolition of slavery in the District coming 
up—it occupied the remainder of the day; in the course of 
which a decision of the chair was reversed—147 to 56, 

Wednesday, Feb. 24. After other business— 

Mr. Boyd, from the committee on elections, made a report 
on the subject of the contested election in North Carolina, and 
moved that it be printed, and made the order of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

The report is adverse to the claim of the sitting member, ] 

Mr. W. B. Shepard expressed a ho, - that a more distant day 
would be chosen, and moved to strike out Wednesday next, 
and insert this day three weeks. 

Mr. Bynum said the subject had been three months before 
the house, and opposed any further postponement. 

Mr. Claiborne stated that the committee were divided in opi- 
nion as to the person who had been elected, and that a counter- 
report would be made. It would be necessary to print both re- 
ports and the whole of the testimoay, and afford sufficient time 
for the house to form an opinion upon the case. He thought 
the metion did not allow sufficient time for this purpose, 

Mr. 4. H. Sheppard made some remarks in favor of delibe- 
rate action upon the subject, and expressed a hope that it 
would not be approached hastily, nor under any feeling of ex- 





present time—for which he has given his reasons. ]} 


citement,. 
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Mr.’ Hardin said that the two reports, with the accompany- 
ing documents, would, perhaps, occupy three or four hundred 
pages. {[t would be necessary for the members to acquaint 
themselves intimately with the laws of the state of North Caro- 
lina in relation to elections before they commenced the exami- 
nation of the case. He felt disposed, if he knew himself, to do 
justice between the parties, and he thought one week too 
short a time to allow him to form a decision upon the question. 
He protested against the admission of counsel, either before 
the committee or before the house, on the subject. 

Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, (the member whose seat is 
contested), presented a paper in relation to the subjeet, the 
reading of which he called for, 

No objection being made, the paper was read. 

P aaa G. moved that the paper be laid on the table, and print- 
ed. 

Mr. Hard moved that the report be recommitted, with in- 
structions to allow further time for the colicetion of testimony. 

The chair decided that, the motion to postpone being under 
consideration, the motion to recommit was not in order. 

Mr. Bell explained that the motion to recommiit had priority 
Over the other motion, aud appealed from the decision of the 
ehair, but, after some cunversation with the chair, withdrew 
it. 

The chair announced the arrival of the hour for taking up 
the special order. 

Mr. Cambreleng presumed, he said, that it was the desire of 
the house to finish the business under consideration last Fri- 
day, when the house adjourned, and moved that the order be 
suspended for the purpose of resuming the consideration of 
‘the bill for the relief of the sufferers by the late firein the 
city of New York;”? which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up; and the question being on the 
motion of Mr. Chambers, of Ken. to strike out the second sec- 
tion of the bill, 

Mr. Cambreleng briefly opposed the motion, and stated tha 
its effect would be to lose to the government at least $250,000. 
The sum to which the section applicd was $2,700,000, of which 
two millions had fallen due. The prosecution of these bouds 
would cost one or two hundred thousand dollars, and the in- 
terest On the bonds, if they were collected and paid into the 
deposite banks, would also be lost. But, besides this loss, the 
government would be obliged to run the risk of losing a por- 
tion of the amount, by forcing the payment of the bonds at this 
line. 

Mr. J¥illiams, of Ken. spoke in favor of the motion to strike 
out the second section, and opposed the bill generally, as a bill 
in effect, to loan money. 

Mr. Howard spoke, at considerable length, in opposition to 
the motion to strike out, and in support of the bill. 

Mr. Dunlap followed on the other side, 

Mr. Chambers, of Ken. moved a eall of the house, which 
was ordered, 

The proceeding of the call was, after some time, suspended, 
on motion of Mr. Robertson. 

T'he question being then taken on the motion to strike out 
the second section, was determined in the negative—yeas &9, 
nays 116, 

Mr. Williams, of Ky. moved to amend the bill by adding to it 
the following proviso: 

And provided also, That the indulgence authorised under the 
provisions of this act shall in no case be given without other 
and sufficient security be given, when, in the opinion of the 
collector, it sha!l be necessary to secure to the government the 
sum due by the person or persons who ask the indulgence. 

After a tew words fiom Measrs. Cambreleng and Williams, 

The question was taken and the amendment rejected. 

Mr. Briggs moved to amend the bill by adding to the second 
section the follow proviso: 

Provided also, That if, in the opinion of the collector afore- 
maid, any of the bonds which may be given under the act, or 
the payment of which may be postponed, shall at any time be 
insecure, it shall be the duty of the said collector to require 
such additional security as shail be satisfactory to him; and on 
failure of such additional security being furnished, the paymet 
of such bonds shall be enforced forthwith. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The question being then taken on ordering the amendments 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a thitd time, it was de- 
termined in the affirmative, yeas 125, nays &@4, as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. Adams, H. Alien, Bailey, Banks, Barton, 
Peardsicy, Bockee, Bovee, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Bynum, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Chaney, Chapin, Childs, 
Ciark, Cleveland, Coffee, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, 
Diekerson, Doubleday, Effner, Evans, Fairfield, Farlin, Philo 
C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gillet, 
Gaseock, Granger, Grantiand, Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hard, Harper, Haynes, [azeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, 
Holsey, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll, Ingham, W. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, 
Jarvis, R M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Judson, 
Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Lay, G. Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Love, Loyali, Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Manning, William Mason, M. Mason, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, MceKennan, McKeon, McKim, Miller, Milligan, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, James A. 
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Sloane, Sinith, Spangler, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, 
Wardwell, Washington—195. 

NAYS —Mesers. Chilton Atlan, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Bond, 
Boon, Borden, Boyd, Bunch, J. Calhoon, Campbell, Carr, Car- 
ter,Cusey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, N, H. 
Claiborne, Coles, Couner, Craig, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, 
Denny, Dickson, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Everett, Freneh, Fry, 
James Garland, Graham, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hamer, Hammond, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, A. G. 
Harrison, Hawkins, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, J. W. Jones, 
Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lawler, Luke Lea, Logan, Lueas, 
Job Mann, Martin, John Y, Mason, May, McComas, MecLene, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, I’. Pierce, Dutee J. Pearee, 
Peyton, Rencher, John Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Aug. H. 
Shepperd, Siields, Sprague, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, W. 
Thompson, Underwood, Webster, Weeks, White, Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise—84. 

Mr. Cambreleng asked the indulgence of the house to go into 
committee of the whole on some short bills connected with 
the dissolution of the United States bank. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. C. moved to suspend the rules; which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Vise, the house then adjourned. " 


Thursday Feb. 25. The chair announced the expiration of 
the hour for the consideration of morning business. 

Mr. MeKay moved to suspend the rules for one hour, for the 
purpose of continuing the consideration of the report of the 
committee on elections, which motion was not agreed to. 

By consent of the house, several bills from the senate on the 
speaker’s table were taken up, read twice, and referred to the 











Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, J. 
Reynolds, Rogers, Russell, Seenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, | 


appropriate committees, 

The bill from the senate, commonly ealled the executive pa- 
tronage bill, was taken up on its second reading, two motions 
pending, one to refer it to the committee on the judigiary, and 
the other to refer It to a@ select committee. : 

Mr. Patton moved that the house do now proceed to consider 
and dispose of the bill, and upon this motion he asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, 

The question being taken, there appeared yeas 104, nays 104, 

There being a tie, the chatr voted in the affirmative. j 

So the question was decided in the affirmative. 

The bili being taken up, and the chair having stated the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Patton spoke, at some length, in opposition to the motion 
to refer the subject to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Dromgoole was not convinced (he said) by the arguments 
which he had heard, that the bill ought to be referred either to 
the committee on the judiciary or to a seleet commitiee. He 
moved to refer it to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, in order that it nsight be discussed jn a free and un- 
trammelled manner. Lie thought it proper to exclude any re- 
port on one side or the other, and to place the bill where it 
might be fully discussed by gentlemen of all_ parties, and by 
gentlemen of no party, if amy such there were in the house, 

The motion to refer the bill to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the sufferers by the fire in New York 
was read a third time; and the question being on its passage, 

Mr. Pearce of Khode Island, took the floor, and spoke at 
great length against the bill. 

Without concluding, Mr, Pearce gave way to a motion to ad- 
journ. 

And the house then adjourned. 

Friday, Fe), 26. The house resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee om elections on the subject of the 
North Carolina contested election, as the unfinished business of 
yesterday morning. The motion being to postpone the consid- 
eration of the report till next Wednesday, and to make it the 
special order for that day, 

Mr, A. I. Shepperd made some remarks in favor of granting 
further time for the silting member to obtain testimony, and of 
postponing the action of the house on the subject for a longer 
time than was proposed by the committee. 

. Mr. Mann, of New York, moved to postpone the considera 
tion of the question till next Tuesday week. 

Mr. Bynum spoke tn favor of an early decision of the ques- 
tion, but said he would vote “for the motion of the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. Graham addressed the house at some length, on the sub- 
ject, and urged various considerations and facis in favor of such 
a course as would enable him to obtain further testimony, 
which he thought essential to a proper understanding of the 
case. He stated the reasons which had prevanted him from 
obtaining that testimony within the time allowed by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Howard expressed a wish that the majority of the com- 
mittee would inform the house what reason jnduced them to 
deny further time to the sitting member after the 16th of Jan- 
uary to obtain further testimony. 

Mr. Boyd explained that the committee had reason te believe 
that both parties had been allowed ample time to present their 
case fully to the house, and on this ground had made their de- 
cision against allowing further time. 

Mr. Hard said that the minority of the committee were in 
favor of allowing further time to take depositions; he was pre- 
pared to state the reasous which influenced their Opinion. 

The hour for the consideration of reports having expired, 
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Mr. Rencher moved that the rules be Suspended for the pur- 
pose of continuing the consideration of the report from the 
comuittee on elecuons; Which motion Was not agreed to. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved that the rules be sus vended for the 
purpose of resuming the consideration of the New York relief 
bill, now On its passage Which motion Was not agreed to. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the day for Friday 

The unfinished business of Friday, the 12th inst. was resumi- 
ed, viz: the ‘bill for the relief of Jesse Smith and others ig 
The question being on its passage, 

Mr. Owens resumed the floor, and concluded the remarks in 
Opposition to the bill commenced by him on a former da 

Mr. Whittlesey followed in support of the bill. 1 

Mr. Craig spoke in opposition to the bill, 

Mr. Duntap, thinking, hie said, that sufficient time had been 
occupied with the consideration of this subjeet, and believing 
that the house was as ready now to dispose of it as it ever 
would be, moved the previous question. ‘ 

A qiuorim not voling on the question Whether the house se- 
conded the motion, , 

A eail of the house was ordered, and the ma 
rected to be put. 

The question on the passage of the bill was then take 
decided in the affirmative; yeas 111, nays 72. 

So the bill was passed, : 

The rest of the day was consumed on private bills 

Saturday, Feb. 27. Alter several unsuecessful attempts by 
members lo procure a suspension of the rules, for the purpose 
of presenting pelilions, tle house resumed the consideration of 
the report of the couimittee on elections, against the sitting 


member (Mr. Graham), on the subject of the North Carolina 


in question di- 


contested election; Lwo motions pending, one to postpone the | 


considerauiou of the subject to next Wednesday. and make it 
the special order for that day; and the motion of Mr M ; 
New York, to postpone it to ‘Tuesday week, & 

Several gentlemen having spoken, and 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, Mr. FY 
ed for the orders of the day, 

Mr. Boyd moved that the rules be suspended 
ceed in the consideration of the 
elections; which motion was lost. 

Mr. Graham, by leave of the house, made some explanations 
in regard to the facts he expected to establish in ease further 
time sliould be allowed for taking depositions, 7 

The orders of the day Were then taken u 
bills were ordered to a third reading, 

Monday, Feb. 29. The house resumed the consideration of 
the question of order which was pending on Tuesday last when 
the house adjourned. :: 

The chair stated tie question as follows: the house had de- 
cided that all petitions on the subject of the abolition of slavery 
in the Distiict of Columbia were committed to the walect com- 
inmittee On that subject, under a resolution adopted by the house 
In virtue of this decision, the chair considered that the petition 
in question was already referred to thatcommittee. Tie ven 
tleman from Alabama (Mr. Lawler) had meved to refer the pe- 
tition to that committee, with certain instructions, which he. 
tion the chair decided to be out of order, the petition having 
been already referred. From this decision the gentleman from 

: sent an from 
Alabama had appealed, and the question now was ‘“shall the 
decision of the speaker stand as the judgment of the ‘Teonse??? 

Mr. Lawler modified his proposed instructions so as to re- 
quire the committee to report a resolution, deelar ing that con- 
gress has no power, under the constitution, to legislate en the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, ig 

Mr. Lawler spoke in support of the appeal. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Mer "i ‘ } 
Shepard and Lawler, he hese sna diiconthee 

The appeal was withdrawn, 

The chair proceeded to call the states, in order, 
commencing with Massachusetts. 

And many petitions were presented—among them two memo- 
rials, signed by 556 male citizens of Washington county Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia. Also a memorial signed by 210 fe- 
males of the borough of Washington, Pennsylvani 0 

same subject. 

Mr. Patton presented a letter from the governor of Virgini 
transmitting certain resolutions on the subject of the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, and sent to the chair the 
following motion, in relation to the communication: 

1. Resolved, That congress has no constitutional power to 


ann, of 


hittlesey call- 


ied, in order to pro- 
report Of the cComunittee on 


p—and many private 


for petitions, 


a, on the 


abolish slavery in the District of Columbia or in the territories | 


of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That apy act of congress having for its object the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia or the territories 
of the United States, ought to be regarded as affording just cause 
of alarm to the slaveholding states, and bringing the union into 
imminent peril. A 


The chair decided that the motion was not in order. inas- 
much as the resolution adopted by the house on the subject ooo 
eommitied ‘every paper and proposition,?’ on the subject of abo- 
lition, to the select committee appointed under that resolution 

From this deeision Mr. Patton appealed. an 

Mr. Patton spoke in support of the appeal, 

Mr. Wise followed on the same side. 

The chair having decided that the remarks of 


aga de ! the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise) were out of order, : 
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At length the decision.of chair was affirmed—143 to 40. 

Mr. Patton asked if he could withdraw the resolutions. 

The chair replied that he supposed the gentleman might with- 
draw them. 

Mr. Patton. I do withdraw them then. 

But Mr. Mason having suggested a different course, and ob- 
jections to a withdrawal being made— 

The chair then stated that he was compelled to say that the 
resolutions could not be withdrawn without leave of the house. 
He had not anticipated that there would be any objection, 

The house adjourned, on the motion of Mr, Briggs. 

Tuesday, March 1. ‘The clerk proceeded to read the journal 
of yesterday. 

Mr. Peyton rose and questioned the correctness of that por- 
tion of the journal which recorded the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Mason), that his colleague (Mr. Wise) whe 
had been called to order, be permitted to proceed. Mr. P. 
stated that the motion was, according to his understanding, 
that the gentleman from Virginia be permitted to proceed in 
order, aud he moved that the journal be amended accordingly, 

Alter some conversation, 

Mr. J. ¥. Mason explained that his motion was that his col- 
league ‘have leave to proceed,” at the same time explaining, 
in reply to the question of a member near him, that if the gen- 
tleman was permitted to proceed, he must proceed subjeet to 
the rules of order. . 

Mr. Peyton withdrew the motion, and moved that the words 
in the journal be so corrected as to read that the “member froin 
Virginia have leave to proceed,” striking out the additional 
words recorded, “in his speech.’ 
| After some words from Messrs. Parker, 4dams and Mann, 
N.Y. 

Mr. J. Y. Mason stated that he had no recollection of adding 
the words, ‘‘in his speech.”? 

The motion to strike out those words was then agreed to. 

Mr. Briggs moved to suspend the rules of the house, in order 





to proceed in the call of petitions, commencing with Virginia, 
and excluding the consideration of the motion relating to the 
letter of the governor of Virginia, presented yesterday; which 
inotion was agreed to. 

Certain abolition proceeding being disposed of—petitions 
were presented, beginning with Virginia; and a large number of 
them, with a large quantity of resolutions, were presented— 
chiefly relating to local or personal matters. 

Wedensday, March 2. Mr. Denny, with the consent of the 
house moved to print 5,000 extra copies of the letter of the se- 
cretary of the treasury, transmitting the report of the Franklin 
Institute, on the subject of the explosion of steam boilers, &e. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of N.C. the further consideration 
of the subject was postponed until to-morrow, by a vote of 70 
to 64. 

The house resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on elections, on the subject of the North Carclina 
contested election, as the unfinished business on Saturday last. 

Mr. Hard moved that the petitioner Mr. Newland be admitted 
to a seat Within the bar of the house, and be permitted to ad- 
dress the house in his own behalf, upon the subject before it, 
if he chooses to do so. 

Mr. Bynum moved to amend the motion so as to provide that 
the petitioner have leave to be heard by himselfand counsel on 
the main question. 

Mr. Z'homas, of Maryland, moved that the rules of the house 
be suspended for the purpose of making a report, accompanied 
by a bill, from the committee on the territories, in relation to 
the controversy between Michigan and Ohio; whicn motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Thomas reported a bill to establish the northern bounda- 
ry line of the state of Ohio, and to admit the territory of Michi- 
gan in the union on certain conditions. 

The bill and report were ordered to be printed. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made by Mr. Cambreleng to get 
up the bill for the relief of the city of New York. 

The house then, in pursuance of the special order of the day, 
proceeded, in committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Miller in the chair) to consider the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service of the United States for the year 
18356. : 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Bell to reduce the 
appropriation forthe navy yard at Portsmouth from $67,000 to 
$35,500, 

Mr. Thompson, of S. C. took the floor, and spoke at great 
length in opposition to some of the features of the bill, and to 
‘the system of expenditure adopted by the government, in rela- 
tion to all measures for the national defence, both on the coast 
and in the interior. 

At half past 4 o’clock Mr. Thompson, without concluding, 
gave way to a motion for the committee to rise. 

The committee then rose, and the house adjourned. 


Thursday, March 3. Mr. Cambreleng moved that the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union be discharged 
from the further consideration of the *‘biJl to authorise the se- 
cretary of the treasury to act as the agent of the United States 
in all matters relative to their stock in the bank of the United 
States:?? which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up for consideration, and, on motion 
of Mr. Cambreleng, verbally amended, and then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and subsequently read a third 
time and passed, 
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Mr. Patton, from the committee on the territories, reported 
the following resolution: 

**Resolved, That the fourth Thursday and Friday of the pre- 
sent month be set apart fur the consideration of bills relative to 
the territories of the United States.” 

Mr. Beli moved to amend the resolution, by adding to it the 
following words: ‘Provided that before that time the several 
appropriation bills shall be disposed of by the house.” 

The motion to amend was agreed to, and the resolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. Thomas, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill to establish the northern boundary 


line of the state of Oliio, and to provide for the admission of 


Michigan into the union, on certain conditions, be made the 
special order of the day for the 15th of the present month. 

Mr. Bell moved to amend, by adding thereto the following: 
Provided that the several appropriation bills shall have been 
previously disposed of by the house.?? Which was agreed to. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution as 
amended, Mr. Thomas asked forthe yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered, 

The question being taken, it was decided in the negative; 
yeas 74, nays 124. 


Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on naval affairs offered the | 


following, which lies over one day— 

Resolved, ‘That the seeretary of the navy be directed to cause 
a course Of experim onts to be instituted, for the purpose of as- 
certaiuing the efficiency of testing the safety of the medium or 
light guns of the navy, and of comparing their effect with the 
guns for which they were proposed to be substituted. 

After a great deal of other business, 

On motion of Mr. Cambreieng, the house resolved itself into 
a commitiee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Miller 
in the chair). 

The consideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service of the United States for the year 1836, was resum- 
ed by the committee. 

Which bill was further debated, and then laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. Mason, of Virginia, the committee took up 
the bill to carry into effect the convention with Spain. 

Mr. Mason, by order of the committee on foreign affairs, 
moved a substitute for the above bill, the object of which mo- 
tion he explained. 

After some remarks from Mr. J. Q. Adams, expressing his 
preference of the substitute to the original bill, 

Mr. Cushing said that he desired to avail himself of this oe- 
casion to express his strong sense of the justice and honor ex- 
hibited by the government of Spain in the treaty of which this 
bill was the consummation. In the midst of national calami- 
ties, which she met with, her characteristic fortitude, with a 


deadly civil war raging in her bosom, and weighed down by | 


financial embarrassments, Spain has acknowledged and satisfi- 
ed the claims of our citizens in a spirit of manly promptitude 
and frankness strikingly contrasted with the conduct of some 
other European powers in asimilar matter. This procedure on 
the part of that gallant and high-minded nation did honor to 
the liberal policy which actuated her present rulers; and, united, 
as Spain and the United States are, by the ties of a close in- 
tercourse reciprocally beneficial to both, he felt that it was the 
duty of the American congress, in passing this bill, to bear em- 
phatic testimony to the integrity and dignified sentiment of self- 
respect manifested in this affair by the queen regent of Spain. 

The amendmeut was then agreed to. 

—— 1 Beer e— 
THE WAR IN FLORIDA. 

The following letter was transmitted a few days ago from the 
war department to the speaker of the house of representatives, 
in reply to a resolution of that body: 

War department, Feb. 18, 1836. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the house of representa- 
tives of the 13th instant, I have the honor to report, that major 
general Scott has proceeded to the theatre of hostilities in Flo- 
rida, with full authority to call into the field sucha force as 
may be necessary to subdue the Seminole Indians, and also 
with instructions to inquire into the situation of the Creeks, 
and to take al! proper measures to prevent or suppress any hos- 
tilities meditated or committed by them. The latest accounts 
from the Creek country justify the belief that the great body of 
the Indians of that tribe have no intentions of committing out- 
rages upon our citizens, though itis probable that some of the 
young men may have joined the Seminoles. But of this fact 
the department has no authentic evidence. 

If the operations in Florida did not require the presence of all 
the disposable troops of the United States which can readily be 
concentrated in that quarter, | sheuld certainly think it proper, 
under existing circumstances, to station a respectable foree in 
the Creek country as long as the excitement among the Indians 
continues. Butthis cannot be done for the want of means; and 
as general Scott has power to call for any militia force that he 
may deem necessary, and as he is near the Creek country, and 
ean judge correetly of their intentions, it seems more proper to 
permit him to adopt the requisite measures than to act upon the 
subject here. 

I am not aware that any further legisiation, in connexion 
with this subject, is necessary, except what may relate to the 
increase of the numerical strength of the army, or to the re- 


moval of the Creek Indians. The question of an increase of 


the army has been already presented to the department by the 
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committee on military affairs, and a report will be transmitted 
a3 soon as all the necessary information can be obtained. The 
removal of the Creeks L consider a measure of indispensable 
necessity. But there are already existing appropriations, pro- 
viding the necessary funds for the present, and others wull be 
asked for of congress as soon as it is ascertained they will be 
needed, Arrangements are, and for some time have been, in 
progress for the removal of the Creeks. These have not been 
as successful tn their operation as was desirable. Should, how- 
ever, these Indians continue much longer to decline removing, 
and to disturb the tranquillity of the country where they are 
siiuated, a just regard to their own existenee, as well as to the 
peace of our cilizens, will require the adoption of more ener- 
gelie ineasures, and perhaps the application of other principles 
to their Condition. Very respectlully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS, 

Hon. James K. Polk, speaker of the house of rep. 


From the Georgia Courier. 
Augusta, Feb. 19, 

Our anxiety is entirely relieved by the return of Mr. Forrest, 
(the volunteer who was accidentally shot through the foot), 
who informs us that capt. Bone’s company and other volunteers, 
aud about filty United States troops, accompanied the blues 
on their march to camp King; in all, about 250 men. They 
may have a fight, what, we presume, the boys are looking for, 
but we will answer for it they will be hard to whip. 

We ventured in our Jast to express our fear that the Semi- 
nole trouble could not be soon ended. ‘The nature of the coun- 
try is an insuperable obstacle; and in two or three months 
nore, in Which time itis possible for the Indians to prevent 
our seeing a single individual of them, the climate must drive 
every White man from the country, or bury htm beneath its soil, 
In conformity with these views, we have the opinion of a Flo- 
ridian of high standing and intelligence, and who will command 
a regiment of militia in the service, who thus writes: 

*You may wish my opinion as to the continuation of the 
war. Tam of the opinion, if the Indians are disposed to con- 
tinue their defence, that they can continue it for years. The 
situation of the country, the facilities itaffords for their con- 
cealnent, the easy acquisition of game, fish and arrow root, 
will enable them to avoid us for years, and yet iive without 
making acropofany kind. Iam of the opinion, too, that the 
alarm created is not warranted by the number or activity of the 
fudians, and that most of the difficulties which have existed 
have grown out of the want ofa prudent forecast in our rulers. 
I am also of the opinion that the Indians will not again meet 
the whites in general fight, but will separate into small bands, 
and operate im predatory excursions, and that, therefore, it will 
be rather an ludian Aunt than settled wartare.’’ 

a Bee 
THE SUPREME COURT. 
From the National Intelligencer. 

The judges of the supreme court adjourned their session on 
Friday last. [t is the shortest session which we remember. 
We have been furnished, however, with an account of the 
causes heard and decided, which shows that, however short, it 
has proved efficient for the despatch of judicial business. The 
whole number of causes on the docket was one hundred and 
seven. ‘The docket was gone through with three several times, 
aceording to the rules of the court, and every cause was heard 
which was ready for argumert. Every cause argued was de- 
cided, Forty-six written opinions were delivered by the court, 
besides several oral judgments. ‘The whole number of causes 
finally disposed of was sixty-five. Of the continued causes, 
twenty-five are suits of ihe Commonwealth bank of Kentucky, 
in which the sole question is supposed to be whether that insti- 
tution was constitutionally created. One decision, of course, 
will settie all these cases. Three others of the continued causes 
involve constitutional questions, two of which have been order- 
ed for a second argument: these cases involving constitutional 
questions, were postponed for a full court. 

Mr. Justice Story, as senior justice, presided during the term: 
and we have heard from members of the bar and others ample 
commendation of the ability and urbanity with which he dis- 
charged the duties of his situation. The central chair, so long 
filled by the illustrious chief justice Marshall, stood vacant 
during the session. The effect of this appeared to us to be 
striking. Accustomed, for more than thirty years, to see his 
venerable form in the midst of his judicial associates, we could 
not behold his seat vacant, from the beginning to the end of the 
term, without the recurrence of sober and solemn feeling. 

Our readers will remember that a bill has passed the senate, 
we believe nearly unanimously, for the re-organization of the 
judicial system, so far as is necessary, in order to extend the 
circuit courts toall the states in the union. The western states 
have long and earnestly insisted on this extension, and we sin- 
cerely hope that what seems so just and equal may be accom- 
plished. More than all, however, our desires and prayers are 
fervent, that the character, usefulness and dignity of this high 
tribunal may long be preserved. 

—— 98 © Ctene 


OFFICIAL. 
Circular to receivers of public moneys, collectors, disbursing offi- 
cers, and the deposite banks of the United States. 
The established policy of the treasury department, so far as 
may be practicable, under its present powers over the collec- 
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tion, keeping and disbursement of the public money, is to di- 
miish the circulation of small bank notes, and to substitute 
Specie, and especially gold, for such notes, with the view of 
rendering the currency of the country, through which its fiscal 
Operauious are periormed, more safe, sound and uniform. In 
pursuance of that policy, a circular was issued last April, 
Which prohibited, alter the 80th September, 1835, the receipt, 
on account of the government, of any bank notes of a less de- 
Hhominavon than five dollars; and which intimated that other 
sleps to promote the desirable objects before named, would, in 
due time, be taken. 

Consequently, in further pursuance of the same policy, you 
are hereby required, after the lst of May next, not to pay the 
demands of any public officer or creditor in any bank notes of 
a less denomination than five dollars; and, except when it may 
be otherwise prescribed by law, after the 4th of July next, not 
to receive or pay on account of the government, any bank notes 
of a less denomination than ten dollars. 

All the deposite banks are requested to supply themselves 
with such a quantity of American gold coin as to be abie to 
pay, and when a public officer or creditor prefers it, and his 
demand does not exceed five hundred dollars, to pay at least 
one-fillii of such demand in that coin, It is also requested 
that the deposite banks will not, after the 4th of July next, 
issue any notes of a less denomination than five dollars; and 
that after the 3d of March, 1837, they will not, unless the sub- 
ject be otherwise regilated by congress, issue any notes of a 
less denomination than ten dollars. Jt is believed that the 
amount of gold which by that time shall be coined at the Bint, 
Will be sufficient to admit of the convenient substitution of it 
for sinall notes, in a much greater extent than at present; and 
itis deemed reasonable, that while the deposite banks have the 
use, without interest, of unusually large suims of the publie 
money, they should make some further temporary sacrifices to 
Obtain aud circulate gold, and in other respects to enlarge the 
specie basis of our circulating medium. From these considera- 
tions, and from the liberal sprit evinced by most of the public 
depositories in a late correspondence with them on this subject, 
it is confidently expected that, in this state of things, they will 
cheerfully comply with the above requests, and with all others 
Which lave been made by the department, with a view of im- 
proving the currency, nor willit, [trast, be considered unjust 
or impolitic, While the deposite banks shall continue to enjoy 
great privileges from the treasury, to regard a neglect or refusal 
by any of them to comply with those requests, as sufficient 
cause for discontinuing the employment of such banks as a 
fiscal agent. 

Ata proper time it will be decided, under what circumstances 
and at what periods, these restrictions on the agents and offi- 
cers of the treasury, shall be extended to notes of any denomi- 
nation under twenty dollars. 

This comnimuication is made with the sanction of the presi- 
dent of the United States, and it is hoped that, Ull otherwise 
prescribed by congress, or by this department, these require- 
ments and requests will be faithfully complied with by all the 
fiscal agents of this department, and all the collecting and dis- 

bursing officers of the government. 
LEVL WOODBURY, secretary of the treasury. 

Treasury department, 22d Feb. 1836. 

1 ® GB Oterre— 
VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE. 
House of delegates, Tuesday February 23, 1836. 

The following message was received from the governor of the 
commonwealth: 

To the house of delegates: 

I have just received a paper containing the preatnble and re- 
solutions adopted by the general assembly on the subject of ex- 
punging from the journal of the senate of the United States a 
resolution of that body. 

By the last of the resolutions contained in this paper, I am 
requested to perform iwo several acts. Lam desired to trans- 
mit these resuvlutions to each of the senators from Virginia, in 
the congress of the U, States, and also to accompany this com- 
munication with a request to the senators, on my part, that 
they would lay the same before the body of which they are 
meinbers. 


Neither of the acts I am thus requested to perform, is em- 
braced within the sphere of any duty assigned to the governor 
of this commonwealth, either by its constitution or laws; but as 
neither is thereby prohibited to him, [ should not have hesitat- 
ed to comply with the requests of the general assembly, if, in 
doing so, | was not obliged to add my approbation to their re- 
solves, and to unite my solicitations to their commands.,— 
Such a conclusion, however, is inevitable; for the terms em- 
ployed in the resolutions, as well as the very nature of one of 
the acts [ am thereby requested to perform, announce plainly, 
that both these acts are considered by the general assembly as 
merely voluntary, on my part, to the performance of which 
acts, | am not compelled by the obligations of my legal duties. 
Therefore, it would be impossible for me to avoid the conclu- 
sions I have stated, should I comply with these requests. Even 
an addition to the communication I am requested to make, of 
such a disclaimer as might suffice to acquit me of this imputa- 
tion, would be in direct coaflict with the expressed wishes of 
the general assembly, and therefore would not eomport, as I 
think with that respectful consideration which is due to that 
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Placed thus, in a situation where my voluntary compliance 
with the wishes of the general assembly must expose me to an 
imputation that injustice to myself, l ought to disclaim; and 
should | do so, being constrained to depart from the course 
which my respect for them would induce me to adopt; no al- 
ternative is left but for me to decline a compliance with their 
request. This | beg leave to du in the most respeetful man- 
mer; and L basten to communicate to them this, my determi- 
nation, to the end thatif the general assembly think it proper, 
the task which I have been requested to perform, may be 
promptly assigned to some other agent, whose situation or opi- 
nions, in this respect, may be different from mine. 

No ordinary circumstances would justify me, even tu my- 
self, in declining to co-operate with the general assembly, by 
the performance of any act On my part, that they might think 
useful to give effect to their Wishes; and in that mode which to 
them. might seem most proper. But f should be justly regarded 
by all, as unworthy of the high trast confided in me, if | were 
capable of permitting any consideration whatever, even my sin- 
cere wish to comply with the requests of the general assembly, 
to cause me to disregard my most sacred obligations. And, as 
I cannot consider the resolutions [ am requested to transmit, 
otherwise than as requiring a palpable violation of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, | should ineur guilt, from which not 
even the approving voice of the present general assembly would 
suffice to absolve me, were Lt to lend my aid Knowingly in any 
way to give effect to sucha purpose. Greatly indeed would 
this guilt be magnified, if while entertaining these opinions, I 
should dare request Others to ineur such criminality. 

I may be mistaken in these opinions, but they are approved 
by my most deliberate judgment, and, while so approved, it is 
my duty to actin conformity with them. Should f not do so, 
[should offend against my own conscience; and as by this [ 
should justly merit the scorn and contempt of my fellow citi- 


_ zens, | presume [ should also incur that of the general assem- 


bly itself, 

The courtesy and respect dae to a co-ordinate department 
of the government, restrains me from stating here, the various 
considerations which bave induced me to entertain the opinion 
I have expressed, that the resolutions [am requested to trans- 
mit, require a palpable violation of the constitution of the U. 
States. The same motives induce me to abstain from charac- 
terizing the act | am requested to perform, in soliciting honor- 
able and high-minded functionaries of Virginia to do that 
which, if itis their duty to do, they will surely perform without 
any officious request from me; and, if it is contrary to their 
duty, none ought to desire of them to perform it, especially one 
who cannot claim authority of any kind to determine sucha 
question for them. 


The adoption of these resolutions, must be considered by all 
as sufficient evidence that they who have sanctioned them by 
their approving votes think differently from me in these par- 
ticulars. This their Opinion has now passed into an irreversi- 
ble judgment. Therefore it would ill become me to address an 
argument to the body itself, which has so decided, to shew that 
this its solemn and recorded and promulgated judgment was 
erroneous. It was necessary for my own justification, to state 
the fact, that [ did not concur in this judgment, but to do more 
than this would be as improper as it would be now useless. 
Hence, [am restrained from presenting my own views of this 
subject to the general assembly, for the sincerity of whose ex- 
pressed opinions I entertain the same respect that I claim for 
my own. 


But, if it should please the general assembly, either in kind- 
ness to me, or in justice to the people of Virginia, our common 
sovereign, to permit me to spread upon their journals a docu- 
ment, respectful to those to whom it will be addressed, and du- 
tifulto that sovereign to which only our allegiance is due, I 
should be gratified by such a permission, and I will gladly avail 
myself of it, to state in that way, the various considerations 
which have induced me to dissent from the opinions of the ge- 
neral assembly, as set forth in the resolutions. Without such 
permission, however, noleven my own vindieation can tempt 
me to be guilty of what I should consider as indecorous to any 
co-ordinate department of the government of my country, by 
which department I am addreseed in terms of such courtesy as 
it has pleased the general assembly to employ in these resolu- 
tions towards me. 

(Signed) LITT’N W. TAZEWELL. 

Executive department, Richmond, Feb. 22. 


The message having been read, 

Mr. Watkins moved the following preamble and resolution, 
which, after some debate, were agreed to: 

Whereas a‘“‘preamble and resdlutions upon the subject of ex- 
punging from the journal of the senate of the United States a 
resolution of that body, and relative to the right of instruction,” 
were passed by this general assembly on the 20th day of the 
present month, (February, 1836), and by one of the said reso- 
lutions, the governor of this commonwealth was requested to 
transmit the same ‘to each of the senators from Virginia in the 
congress of the United States, with a request that they lay the 
same before the senate,’? and whereas, the governor of this 
commonwealth has refused to transmit the aforesaid preamble 
and resolutions, in pursuance of the request aforesaid, and eon- 
trary to the usage of the executive of this state: Therefore, 

Resolved by the general assembly of Virginia, That the speak- 





body, especially by every other department of this government. 


ers of the senate and house of delegates be, and they are here- 
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by requested forthwith to transmit the aforesaid preamble and 
resolutions to each of the senators from Virginia in the con- 
gress of the United States. 

Betore adopiing these resolutions, 

A protracted conversation ensued, in which Messrs. Wat- 
kins, Madison, Woollolk, Foutaine and Wilson of Bot. of the 
majority, and Messrs. Stanard, Parker, Vitcher, Gilmer, Botts, 
Powell and Brown of Pet. on the partof the mninerity took 
part, on the point whether the goveruor’s course was a depar- 
ture from usage or not. ‘The minority contended that although 
the usage was for the executive to transmit—yet in this case, 
a new feature was added, the governor being requested to re- 
quest the senators, &c. They alleged that no precedent 
could be shown when a former governor had been put under 
this requisition, quoted precedents showing the contrary, and 
argued that therefore Mr. Tazewell’s refusal was not against 
usage. Mr. Witcher added, that no governor before had been 
required to transinit instructions which he believed unconstitu- 
tional, and that this was the first case of the kind in which a 
legislature and governor had disagreed. ‘The majority alleged 
precedent, without going into distinctions. 

Mr. Parker moved to strike out the words ‘‘against usage,” 
and Mr. Watkins assented, but finally voted against the mo- 
tion. Mr. Fontaine alone of the expunging majority we be- 
lieve, voted for it. 

Mr. Watkins’ preamble and resolution were finally adopted, 
and the speakers made the organs of transmission. 


PROCEEDS OF LAND SALES, 


In senate, Junuary 27. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, made the following report: 

The cominittee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill to 
appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands of the United States, and for granting lands 
to certain states, report: 

That they look upon the leading measure proposed by the 
bill as one of great national importance. The gradual opera- 
tion of a system, devised in the early history of our govern- 
ment, for the support of the publie credit, and for reducing the 
public debt, has, within a short time past, produced its full and 
final effect. The public debt is discharged, and existing cem- 
mercial regulations, which the condition of our country renders 
indispensable, together with the sales of the publie lands, bring 
yearly a large surplus fund into the treasury. This fund which 
is no longer taken up in the payment of a national debt, and 
which stiilremains unappropriated, has already arisen to the 
amount of abou. twenty-four millions of dollars; and as it does 
not arise from transient causes, it goes on increaving, and must 
continue to increase. ‘This state of things is not at all desira- 
ble. its natural tendency is to produce extravagance in the 
appropriation and wastefulness in the expenditure of public 
money. Indeed, it seems to be conceded by all that this large 
surplus ought not to remain and accumulate in the public trea- 
sury; and there have been suggested, as means of lessening the 
amount, and preventing a future accumulation— 

First. ‘he reduction of the customs; 

Second. Increased expenditures in the navy and fortifica- 
tions; 

Third. A reduction of the price of public lands, and the sur- 
render of large portions of them to the states in which they lie; 
and, 

Lastly. This bill, which proposes to distribute the proceeds 
of the public iands among the several states, leaving the re- 
eeipts from customs to defray the ordinary expenses of govern- 
ment in time of peace. 

The first named measure—a reduction of the customs—can- 
not be resorted to without awakening feelings dangerous to the 
peace and harmony of the country. The tariff law now in force 


is the result of a compromise of the opinions of the citizens of 


different sections of the union, and ought not to be disturbed, 
unless a strong political necessity call for its modification. 
Under this law, or, indeed, any iaw, keeping up such duties as 
are necessary for the proper regulation of commerce, it is be- 
lieved that the customs will produce a revenue at least equal 
to the ordinary wants of the government. ‘The surplus, there- 
fore, cannot be reduced by lessening the amount of the cus- 
toms. 

The next measure proposed is a large increase of appropria- 
tions upon our fortifications and navy, so as to absorb the sur- 
plus revenue, and at the same time put the country in an atti- 
tude of defence in the event of a foreign war. Such inereased 
appropriation, to some extent, is, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, necessary and proper, There ought to be dealt out 
with a liberal hand all that can be well applied to render the 
seabord safe from foreign aggression; but the amount asked 
by the executive for both these purposes does not, with the 
other current expenses of government, exceed the probable re- 
ceipts from customs for the ensuing year, if the country be not 
involved in war. And is it not, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, proper that an expenditure should be made in the construe- 
tion of fortifications or naval armaments for the purpose of ex- 
hausting the surplus revenue. If it be, the expenditure of mo- 
ney is made at once the primary object, and the improvement 
of the national defences but subordinate or auxiliary thereto. 
This would be true in fact, as well as in form. If much mo- 
ney were expended, it would necessarily be applied to little 
purpose. We mighton asudden emergency, in a short time, 
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by large expenditure, prepare fortifications which would serve 
the purpose of a temporary defence; but all those substantial 
works which are to stand as our future and permanent for- 
tresses require time, a selection of materials, and skilful engi- 
neers, Which itis notin our power to supply much beyond what 
is necessary in expending judiciously and skilfully our ordinary 
appropriauious., So also, with respeet to the navy. 

But to this project there is another and a serious objection. 
The expenditures in support of the government are, much the 
larger portion of them, upon our seacoast, and in our great 
commercial cities. ‘This proposed extraordinary expenditure 
would very much increase that amount, and draw to the sea- 
coast other large sums of inoney which ought properly to have 
a general distribution over the whole United States. Nor could 
we expect such a system, if once adopted, to cease, or even to 
diminish, forages. No nation was yet ever known voluntarily 
to lessen its expenditures. If we commence a system of forti- 
fications for the purpose of expending money chiefly, and put 
in a secondary degree only for defences, there will be no limit 
or end to the means it will furnish us of exhausting our national 
resources. Hundreds of millions may be expended with a 
tolerable show of public necessity or convenience, when it is 
not, on the other hand, deemed necessary to guard and to save 
the public treasure. [lt appears clear to your committee, there- 
fore, that an amount of money large enough to exhaust the 
surplus revenue could not, at present, be expended in this 
inanner advantageously to the country. 

The reducing of the price of the public lands, and ceding 
them to the states in which they lie, is another mode proposed 
to lessen the receipts in the treasury, and thus prevent the in- 
flux of a surplus revenue, 

Propositions such as these were referred to the committee on 
manufactures at the first session of the twenty-second con- 
gress, and on the 16th of April, 1832, they presented a detailed 
report to the senate, in the general views and reasoning of 
which your committee concur; and they herewith present the 
same, and make it a part of theie report. That paper, in the 
opinion of your committee, demonstrates the injustice and im- 
policy of such a disposition of the national domain; and subse- 
quent experience has confirmed their reasoning, 

But other similar propositions, varying from those considered 
in that report, in some of their features, have been referred to 
your committee. Among these, are 

A proposition to graduate the price of the public lands aecord- 
ing to quality; and 

To grant the lands to the states in which they lie, after they 
shall have been offered for sale for a given time. 

‘T'o each of these your committee have given a careful con- 
sideration. 

These propositions appear to be suggested for the benefit of 
the states in which the public lands are situated, for it is easy 
iO prove that the interests of the United States, as the great 
landed proprietor, would not be subserved by either of them. 
The graduation of the price of the public lands is in no wise 
necessary or expedient, as u measure to effect their sale. 
Lands which have been long in market become surrounded by 
settlements. If they be hilly, they become valuable for their 
timber and stone, and other mineral productions. If swampy, 
or barren, they form a convenient appendage to neighboring 
farms for pasturage; and if not worth entering at the minimum 
price for any of these purposes, the public suffers no loss in 
permitting them to remain open and unappropriated. 

Experience has fully shown that the rise in the value of the 
public lands increases in proportion to the time that itis in 
market, or rather to the number of the sales and density of the 
settlement near and around it. This fact is strongly illustrated 
by a reference to the sales of the public lands at the several 
land offices for a series of years. By this it will be seen thata 
larger per centum of the lands actually in market at private 
sule has generally sold at the old than at the new offices, and 
that per centum has generally increased in proportion to the 
time the lands have been in market. It is a remarkable fact, 
bearing upon this proposition, that in no state or territory have 
the sales of public lands at private sale been so great in propor- 
tion to the quantity in market within the last five years, as in 
Ohio. in which state the public lands have been longest exposed 
to sale. 

Your committee are also of opinion that such graduation or 
reduction in the price of the public lands would operate to the 
injury, and not the benefit of the section of country in which 


such lands lie. If the amount of public land, the price of 


which was thus reduced, be great, its first and immediate effect 
would be to reduce the value of all the lands in its vicinity pro 
rata with the reduction of the public lands. To those who 
were full handed, and able to make large purchases, it might 


open a fine field for speculation and profitable investment of 


capital; and if the price were reduced low, so as to make it 
an object with the capitalist, the public lands would be pur- 
chased up at once, on speculation, and retailed at an advanced 
price. It would thus cause a fluctuation in the value of land, 
a fall and arise in its price, which is ever favorable to the 
sharp-sighted and sagacious speculator, but inimical to the in- 
terests of the agricultural portion of the community. Your com- 
mittee therefore think that no interest which ought to be che- 
rished and protected by the government requires the graduation 
of the price of the public lands. 

The proposition to cede the public lands to the states in 
which they lie, after they shall have been offered for sale .a 
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given number of years, is liable to many and serious objections. 
This project is, no doubt, well calculated to meet with favor in 
those states in which there is yet much public land unsold, as 
it-hoids out to them an apparent prospect of a vast accession 
to their resources. But itis, in the opimion of your committee, 
entirely delusive. The several states which form parties to the 
national compact have all an equal right to, and an equal inter- 
est in, the national domain, and such an application of it to the 
Use Of some Of the states, which is not just to all, cannot be 
expected to meet with general favor. 

Such a disposition of the public lands would be, indeed, a 
violation of a solemn contract which was adopted by, and 
made binding under, the constitution of the United States. 
The deed of cession of Virginia, by virtue of which we hold 
by far the largest and most valuable portion of our territory 
east of the Mississippi river, contains a clause, common to ali 
the cessions Of the several states, which provides that, after 
certain reservations shall have been made, and certain bounties 
satisfied, the lands so ceded ‘shall be considered a common 
fund, for the use and benefit of all of the United States, mem- 
bers of the federal alliance,” ‘and shall be faithfully and bona 
fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use Or pur- 
pose whatsoever.”? This deed of cession was made by Vir- 
ginia and accepted by congress prior to the adoption of the 
constitution. It therefore became and was a compact before 
the adoption of the constitution, and is referred to and made 
binding by the first seetion of the fifth article of that instru- 
ment, Itis, in the opinion of your committee, too clear to re- 
quire an argament, that the giving of all the residue of these 
lands to the states in which they lie, after they shall have been 
offered for sale for a period of years, will not, if any lands of 
value remain unsold, be disposing of them bona fide, for the 
benefit of all the states, according to the requisition of this so- 
lemmm compact. The principle on which grants of land have 
been made to the several states in which the public lands lie, 
for public works of any kind, is, that the United States being a 
large landholder, have, in the management of that property, 
a right te do what any other landholder, who consulted his 
own interest, would do—appropriate a portion of his lands, or 
their proceeds, to open roads and canals, and to construct pub- 
lic works in their neighborhood, so as to enhance their value, 
or bring them sooner toa market. But this proposed gift or 
cession of the residue of the lands, after they shall have been 
in market five or ten years, cannot be sustained on that ground, 
A gift or conveyance of a part, on condition that it be so ap- 
plied as to make the residue more valuable than the whole 


would otherwise have been, is a bona fide disposition of such | 


partof the fund for the use of all those who are entitled to 
share in it; but. if we give away the whole residue at any time, 
when that residue possesses value, We as certainly misapply 
the fund and abuse the trust; for, in that state of things, no- 
thing remains to be enhanced in value, and the gift is to one 
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become able, by their industry, to pay for these lands at the 
minimum price. It seemed hard that these pioneers, who had 
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thus improved the lands by their labor should bé compelled to 


enter into competition with new adventurers at the sales, and 


thus pay for improvements which they themselves had made. 
Such appear to have been the reasons for the enactment of 
these laws. They provided that, when two individuals culti-+ 
vated one quarter-section of land, each should be entitled to 
the pre-emption of half the wuaet so jointly cultivated, and 
each, also, to a pre-emption of eighty acres any where in the 
same land uistrict; and, by asupplementary law, the claims 
were made assignable. 

Your committee have satisfactory information that these 
laws have been the cause of frauds and perjuries, to an amount 
and number almost incredible. Thousands of pre-emptions 
have been proved under them, and certificates granted, when 
the whole case was without the least shadow of foundation, 
In other cases, the cutting down of a single tree, the marking 
it with a hatchet, or encamping for the night, has been made 
the ground of pre-emption claims. In most of the last named 
cases, two individuals would together cut down their sapling, 
or tie each his horse upon the same quarter-section of land: 
this, with the oath founded upon it, which appears to be always 
according to form, would get for each of the individuals a cer- 
tificate or warrant, now familiarly called ‘‘a float,’”? which they 
might lay on any of the lands of the United States which was 
surveyed,and not offered for sale; thus taking, at the minimum 
price of $1 25 per acre, lands worth, in many instances, more 
than twenty times thatsum. Large companies, it is believed, 
have been formed, who procure aifidavits of improvements to 
be made, get the warrants issued upon them, and, whenevera 
good tract of land is ready for sale, cover it over with their 


floats, and thus put down competition. The frauds upon the 


publie within the past year, from this single source, have arisen 
to many millions of dollars. 

Your committee believe that a great error was committed by 
the passage o/ these laws, and that no amendment or modifica- 
tion willguard against the mischiefS Which thev have hereto- 
fore produced. Claims of this kind cannot, in the very natare 
of things, be subjected to judicial investigation: or, if they 
were, the means of eliciting truth, the confronting of witness 
against witness by parties who are stimulated on both sides to 
the uttermost to rebut and repel, cannot be brought to bear 


(upon the examination of these claims. Hence a few indivi- 


state or toa few states, whereas the trust is for all, and con- | 
gress is required to dispose of the land bona fide for the benefit | 


of all, 
But, if congress had the right to give the residue of the 
lands, alter they should have been offered for sale five or ten 


duals, whose evidence can be purchased with a price, and who 
can appear under different names at pleasure, may, under the 
auspices of these laws, divert millions of money from the pub- 
lic treasury into the coffers of their employers. 

The system early adopted for the disposition of the publie 
lands of the United States is admirable, and, in the opinion of 
your committee, onght notto be broken in upon or departed 
from. ‘The pre-emption laws have, more than any other cause, 
tended tounsettle and derange them, and they have thrown 
upon the general land office a mass of labor, most unpleasant 
in its character, and dificult to be performed. The good which 


they do bears no comparison to the evil; for every dollar which 


years and still remain unsold, to the states in which they lie, | 


such a disposition of them would be unequal among themselves, 
and therefore unjust. [t would not give them lands in propor- 
tion to the population of each, or to the amount that each, or 
the citizens of each, had paid for lands into the public treasury. 
The state of Ohto would receive, on this proposition, certainly 
less than four millions of acres, (the amount depending upon 
the time the land should be in market before it be surrendered) 
thatis, about four acres to each individual in the state, while 
the public lands in the state of Ohio have brought into the 
treasury about seventeen millions of dollars, besides satisfying 
to a large amount the debts of the government. 

Missouri, upon a like mode of distribution or surrender, would 
have not less iam twenty-five millions of acres, or about one 
hundred and sixty acres to each individual, black and white, 
according to the census of 1830. Thus, one inhabitant of Mis- 
souri would receive a quantity of land equal to what would be 
received by forty inhabitants of Ohio; and, while the Jands in 
Obio have brought seventeen millions into the public treasury, 
the lands in Missouri have brought in less than four millions. 
This disparity, therefore, would be very unjust to Ohio, but 
still more so to the other states of the union having equal 
rights, and which, on this principle of surrender, would re- 
ceive nothing. It cannot, therefore, be expected by any one, 
however strongly solicitous he may feel for the advancement 
of the new states, that such a measure will be adopted. 
Something more equal and more just must be thought of by 
those who wish to promote their interests and add to their pros- 


perity. 


There are other measures proposed, which, if adopted, wonld | 


affect, more or less, the interest of the United States in the 
public land, by lessening its general value, and rendering its 
management more complicated and difficult. One of the first, 
and not the least important of these, is the law granting pre- 


emptions to actual setuers, and which was first passed on the | 
291th day of May, 1830, and which, with some modification, is | 


stillin force. The intent of this law was that of kindness and 
benevolence. It was enacted for the benefit of the poorer class 
of citizens, who, having pushed forward beyond the lands of- 
fered for sale, settled and improved the public lands, and made 
themselves a home, with some comforts around them, and had 


the poorer settlers save by them, hundreds are lost by the go- 
vernment, and frand, and perjury, and unlawful combination 
and lawless violence, to put down competition at publie sales, 
have arisen ont of their provisions. In the opinion of your 
committee, they ought to cease, 

There are also connected in some measure, with this subject, 
several bills and memorials referred to your committee, propos- 
ing or praving for grants of land for seminaries of learning, for 
public edueation, or to aid in constructing works of internal 
improvement. These are all meritorious objects, and your 
committee are disposed to give the most favorable considera- 
tion. But there are many difficulties attending the action of 
fongress on these special subjects. The very great extent of 
our country, the general feeling that all parts of it have equal 
rights tothe munificence of congress, the impossibility of de- 
termining which, among many institutions in the same state, 
ought to have such bounty as congress might be disposed to be- 
stow on objects of this kind, all lead tothe conclusion that it 
were better to put itin the power of the several states to con- 
fer these bounties, and select the most worthy objects, than to 
attempt here to perform that office. 


The rapidity with which the public lands now sell, the ease 
with which they are converted into money, the abundance of 
money now in the treasury, and the moral certainty that there 
will be, for a long time, enough, and more than enough, to 
meet the current expenses of the government, have impressed 
strongly upon your committee the opinion that it is impolitic 
and inexpedient to make a donation of land for any object, 
where a donation of money may be as lawfnily made, and wiil 
effect the same end. These donations or transfers of land are 
liable to the objection that they tend more or less to confuse 
and complicate the land system. They all add something to 
the duties of the officers of the United States who have charge 
of the public lands, and they serve to embarrass the purchaser, 
who has not, as he would without them have, one set, and one 
onlv, of land offices to whom he is to resort for the entrv of 
lands. There is another objection. Though it be the fact that 
a donation of land bv law is equivalent to,a donation of money, 
yet we do not always feelit exactly so. There is a natural 
tendency to consider it more highly than it descrves, and to 
treat it too highly in legislation. 
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Your committee, on the whole believe that it is better, if 
eongress have the constitutional power, to distribute among the 
several states, according to their respective rights, the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, allowing the states to use it 
for any or all of the purposes set forth and recommended in 
these bills and memorials; but that the lands themselves should 
not be assigned over, given away, or granted by congress; that 
the ancient system of sales should be carefully preserved, and 
that all the deviations from it, which have caused much waste 
and confusion, should, as soon as possible, be corrected, and 
the former order of things fully restored. 


The question of constitutional power has occupied the care- 
ful and sedulous attention of the committee; and they here pre- 
sent lo the senate the course of reasoning on that subject which 
they consider sound and just, and which has led them to the 
conclusion that congress possesses the power to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands according to the principles of this 
bill. 


At the time the deed of cession from Virginia was made and 
accepted, the union was held together by the articles of con- 
federation of 1778, which, in its 8th article, provides ‘*that all 
charges of war and other expenses that shall be incurred for the 
common defence, or general welfare,and allowed by the United 
States in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a com- 
mon treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states.’ 

The mode of determining the proportion which each of the 
states shall bear of the public charges, is particularly pointed 
out, and it is there provided that ‘*the taxes for paying that pro- 
portion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction 
of the several states.?? To this state of things, existing at the 
time of the delivery of the Virginia deed of cession, its provi- 
sions must necessarily apply. It was to a confederacy of inde- 
pendent states, who keptup a common treasury out of ccntri- 
butions from each of its several members, according to a deter- 
minate regulation, that this deed was made; and after making 


certain reservations specially set forth, it declares the trust in | 


the following distinct and unequivoeal terms: ‘That all the 
lands within the territory so ceded to the United States, and 
not reserved for, or appropriated to, any of the before-mention- 
ed purposes, or disposed of in bounties to the officers and sol- 
diers of the American army, shall be considered as a common 
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United States as 
have become, or shall become, members of the confederation, 
Virginia inclusive, according to their nenal respective propor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure, and shall be faith- 
fully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for wo 
other use or purpose whatsoever.?? Tf, then, we had still con- 
tinned, down to the present time, a confederation of states, 
bound together by the articles of 1778, and if, as is now the 
‘ase, the public debt were discharged, the public expenses 








borne by revenues from other quarters, and the public Jand | 


pouring its millions into the treasary, what ought congress, as 
the trustee of that common fund, to do with it? Pts a trast 
fund, placed in the hands of congress ‘‘for the use a nd henefit 
of the several states.”? and it is to be disposed of “bona fide” tor 
that purpose, ‘and for no other use or pier pose hatsaerer 

So long as there was a public debt to be paid, this fund was 
well applied forthe common benefit in the payment of that 
debt, as the debt was a common charge ipon all, Saceording to 
their usual respective proportions ia the publie expenditures. ?? 
And so long as it Was necessary for the support of government, 
its application to that purpose was right, forthe same reason; 
but when this state of things has ceased. when the proceeds ot 
the public lands are no longer necessary for either of these pur- 
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poses, what is it the duty of the trustee to do with it, according | 


to the letter and spirit of the deed of trust?) And what, were it 
a case between individuals, wontd a court of equity compel 
him te do?) The answeris plain and obvious. He not only 
might pay it, but he would be hound to pay it over to those for 
whose benefit he held it. If it were not necessary to disburse 
it for them, he must re-tore it to fhem. This, as between indi- 
viduals, would be a plain case, and vonur committee cannot per- 
ceive how it is varied when applied between states and nations. 
If. then, we bad remained as we were, members of the old 
confederation; if the constitution had not intervened, to change 
in anywise the relations of the states to each other, or to the 
whole, it would have been not only the right, but the duty of 
congress, pursuant to the spirit of that deed »f cession, to have 
distributed among the several states the proceeds of the sales 
of the lands contained within the bounds of that grant. The 
delivery and acceptance of this deed amounted to a contract, 
and the above is, according to the opinion of your committee, 
the just construction of that contract. 


But the rights and duties of the United States, as a contract- 
ing party, are not at all changed by the adoption of the consti- 
tution. The Ist section of the 6th article of that instrument 
provides “that all debts contracted, and engagements entered 
into, before the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid 
against the United States under this constitution as under the 
confederation; so that our rights and our duties, with regard 
to this trust. are the same precisely that they would have been 
under the old confederation. All that has been said relative to 
the deed of cession from Virginia, applies equally to the ces- 
sions from the other states, except Georgia, whose deed bears 
date after the adoption of the federal constitution; but, with 
this exception, it is in tenor and spirit the same with the deed 
above considered. 





Your committee are hence led to the conclusion that, with 
respect to the proceeds of all the lands north of the 3lst degree 
of latitude, and east of the Mississippi river, congress not only 
has the constitutional power to make the proposed distribution, 
but itis a duty enjoined on them by a conutraet which is recog- 
bized and adopted by the constitution. 

As to the land lying within the bounds of the original pur- 
chase of Louisiana and Florida, our right so to apply it rests 
upon less satisfactory grounds. We have no compact concern- 
ing it; no constitutional provision, or any agreement reeogniz- 
ed by the constitution, Which expressly authorised the purchase 
of this additional territory, or which places the land so purcbas- 
ed in the same situation with that which was Originally trans- 
ferred to congress by the states. But the right to acquire the 
additional territory ts no longer an open question. it bas been 
settied, and, by virtue of its adjustment, we have already re- 
ceived into the union two states, and the prosperity of the 
whole country has been thereby greatly enhanced. It would 
seem that, when a large extent of territory was added to that 
Which heretotore belonged to the United States, it ought to be 
subjected to the saine constitutional and Jegal prineiples which 
governed in the disposition and management of the lands which 
we held at the time of the formation of the constitution. Et 
has been so, strictly, in all things, 0 far as it related to jurisdie- 
tou; it would seem just and reasonable that it should be so as 
to soil also, 

But, in every estimate which has been as yet presented of the 
costs aud the proceeds of the public lands, whether by the se- 
Cretary of the treasury or by committees of Congress, the money 
paid for Louisiana and Florida has been charged to this fund, 
and it continues to be so down to the last report of the secre- 
lary of the treasury, of the 8th of December, 1835. If this be 
correct, if the public lauds have been made the fund out of 
which this large purchase has been paid, it is in truth buta 
conversion of the receipts for land into other lands, which 
would, as a necessary consequence, follow the same law of 
distribution which applied to the original subject out of which 
the payments were made. The fact that other great and im- 
portant advantages were derived to the union from the perchase 
of these two territories, does not at all weaken the force of the 
argument, but leaves it, in this particular instance, precisely aa 
it would have stood if there had been a purchase of land merely 
out of the funds arising from the sales of lands; and, by the 
well-known principles of equity, the trust attends the fund, 
wheneoever invested, 

Your committee have not taken into consideration the ques- 
tion whether congress have power, under the constitution, to 
distribute a portion of the general revenue among the several 
states, but have chosen to rest the measure proposed by this 
billon ity Own special grounds. 

The expediency of this measure appears from considerations 
heretofore suggested, dor those alone. The distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands among the several states would 
cause a watchful censorship over tis branch of the pubhe re- 
venues, Which bas fallen into confusion by past neghgence and 
The representiiives in Congress trom the several 
states would be induced, by the interest which their tomediate 
Constitteuts must feel in the subject, to prevent the waste of 
the public lands as well as of public money, and to watch over 
the national domain as a matter tn which those to whom they 
are responsible bave a direct aud trimediate interest. 

It would withdraw from the treasury of the United States the 
surplus revenue, without Infringing on the constitution, or 
touching any of its provistons, The money so withdrawn will 
be, tn effect, restored to the pockets of the people, as it will 
thus enable the several states to exempt their citizens froma 
direct and burdensome taxation, which they now of necessity 
impose to effect those publie limprovements Which the situation 
of the whole country demands, and which are requisite to the 
prospenty and advancement of each particular state. So long 
as the law may be continued in force, it will be a steady, regu- 
lar and certain resource for these and like purposes to the 
several states, nor ought they, or will they, feel that itis a gift 
gratuitously given and submissively received, If our views of 
the subject be just, it is, in the present state of the treasury, 
their own as a matter of equity, not of mere favor; and state 
pride would not be humbled, or state independence endangered, 
by receiving it. 

By a provision of the constitution of the United States, the 
several states are dented the right of laying imposts upon com- 
merce—that easy and indireet mode of raising a revenue which 
is hardly felt by a people. They are, therefore, generally com- 
pelled to resort to direct taxes upon land and goods, and in the 
western states, on land especially, to provide for the wants of 
government, and to construct such works of internal improve- 
mentas their wants and welfare may require; and in some of 
the states those taxes have borne heavily upon the people. 
That burden, by the distribution proposed by this bill, would 
be lightened, and a large annual fund placed in the hands of the 
several states, which would enable them to extend the benefit 
| of their improvements as fast and as far as the general interests 
might require. 

Your committee entertain no doubt that, if our country con- 





tinues in a state of peace, and ifno unforeseen calamity should 
visit it and mar its prosperity, the receipts from customs brought 

down to the lowest standard that existing laws contemplate 
| will still be amply sufficient for all the current expenses of the 
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government, economically administered. The estimates which 
are sent Us from the secretary of the treasury of those probable 
receipts have not for some time past approached very nearly to 
accuracy; they, therefore, cannot be received as the basis of an 
estimate. 

The increased population and business of the country, the 
very force of circumstances, which none ean control, pours into 
the treasury millions upon millions, which its officers were not 
led to anticipate, and which they hardly seem yet to realize. 
In the report of the secretary of the treasury of the 8th of De- 
cember, 1835, he estimates the revenue of the last quarter of 
that year at $4,950,000, But, in answer to a resolution of the 
senate of the oth of the present month, he shows that the actual 
receipts for the same quatter have in fact amounted to about 
$11,149,000, exceeding the amount of the estimate by about 
$6,200,000, while the whole receipts of the year 1885 have ex- 
ceeded his estimate by about $14,629,000. 

Having formed the opinion that it is within the constitutional 
power of congress to pass this measure; that the finances of the 
nation will not be too much diminished, or at all deranged by 
it; and that the general prosperity of the country would be in- 
creased by its adoption, your committee have thought it within 
the range of their duty to estimate, as nearly as may be, from 
the data within their power, the probable annual amount which 
will arise trom the sales of the public lands, and be subject to 
distribution, should this bill become a law. 

In looking into the future of human affairs, and judging of 
them from the past, we are constantly liable to error, arising 
from the difficulty of estimating all the disturbing causes which 
may intervene to produce a fluctuation in the course and cur- 
rentofevents. On this subject, however, there are more stable 
and constant elements, which go to make up the data of our 
calculations, than generally enter into financial estimates, 

The sales of the public lands rest essentially on the wants of 
the husbandman, and are limited to a quantity little exceeding 
those wants, [t is true, when the price is much below tts ac- 
tual value, it may become a subject of extensive speculation, 
but even then the amount of sales resolves usell into the same 
element, and speculation merely goes in advance of the farmer, 
who purchases for actual oceupation, without Increasing the 
aggregate of aales ina series of years. The princtples of popu- 
lation which have developed themselves in the United States 
in the last forty years will not, probably, change materially ina 
hke period to come, for, within that tine, none of those canses 
Which operate as checks apon population can, in the ordiary 
course of things, have existence here; mnoris it probable that 
the pursuits of the great body of the people wal essentially 
change; for the same causes which have made us an agricultu- 
ral community are likely fo continue, without diminution, so 
long as the means Of subsistence remain, as now, abundant 
and easy to be procured; and so long as there is a wide puble 
demam parceled out and ready for sale on moderate terms, 
placing a home and a freehold in the power of all that have tie 
wish to possess them. The population of our country is, there 
fore, likely to continue its ratio of increase, and the habits and 
pursuits of our people to remain the same. Henee the mvest- 
ments inland forthe use of the agriculturists will increase in 
like ratio as heretofore with the increase of our population. 

Prior tothe year L800, but lithe land had been sold by the 
United States, and there was at that tune, of wild and uneult 
vated land within the bounds of the now states of Maine, Ver- 
mont, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Otto, belonging to the states and individuals, a 
very large quantity, the amount of which cannot be very accu- 
rately ascertained, but it is safe to say that it exceeded one 
hundred millions of acres. This has alloor nearly all, since 
passed into the hands of actual settlers; and there bave been 
sold and granted, of the lands of the United States within that 
period, abont filty millions of acres. Thus it appears there 
have been taken up and eonverted to the use of the bhusband- 
man, within the last thirty-five years, about one hundred and 
fifty millions of acres of wild land; and in the mean time tittle 
or none heretofore culiivated has been abandoned. The popu- 
lation of the United States in 1800 was four millions nearly; at 
this time it i3 about fourteen millions five hundred thousand; 
and as the increase upon four millions has, in thirty-five years, 
required one hundred and fifty millions of acres of new land, it 
follows that a like increase upon fourteen million. five hundred 
thousand will, ina like period, require about five hundred and 


forty millions of acres, rising from the beginning to the end of 


the period in a ratio of progression; the average amount being 
about fifteen millions per year. 

From the above data, your committee estimate the average 
receipts from the salesof the public lands for the next ten years, 
ifthe country continue in peace, if the land system be faithfully 
preserved, and if the sales be guarded from combination and 
fraud, at an average of something more than ten millions of 
dollars per annum. There is already in hand, to be divided by 
the terms of this bill, $20,571 ,125 75; of this, the several states 
will be entitled to receive the sums shown by the annexed table, 
and of the receipts of the next succeeding year, until the next 
census, In nearly the same proportions: 

Your committee report the bill back with amendments, and 
recommend its passage, 


The following tables form a part of the appendix to the re- 
port, and, being considered valuable, are here inserted (the first 
of them having been heretofore published, but worth repeating): 





Table showing the amount to which each state will be entitled, 


~ 3s > Ss s=3. = 8: 
=F aca anes 239 
ses a 3 -. 3 = 2 
— co - =323 &~ 
my 3 ~ ™ 

Maine 399 437 6EY,028 

New Hampshire 209,26 464,557 

Massachusetts 610,408 1 052,953 

Khode Island 97,194 167,609 

Connecticut 297,665 513,472 

Vermont 250,657 484,133 

New York 1,918,553 3,009 503 

New Jersey 319,922 301,869 

Pennsylvania = 1,348,072 2 325,424 

Delaware 79,432 130,120 

Maryland 405,843 700,079 

Virginia 1,023,503 1,765,554 

North Carolina 639,747 1,103,563 

South Carolina 455,025 784,918 

Georgia 429 811 741,423 

Kentucky 621,882 1,072,660 

Tennessee 625,263 ] ,U78,578 

Ohio 935,834 1,614,400 230 844 1,845,244 

Louisiana 171,694 296,172 67,061 363,733 

Indiana 343,031 591,728 325,425 917,213 

Hlinois 157.147 271,078 483,760 74 038 

Missouri 130,419 224,972 174,354 39Y 326 

Mississippi 110,358 190 367 788,403 978,170 

Alabama 262,503 452,026 541,940 994,766 


Al table showing the amount received for the sales of public lands 
tn each siute and territory, to the 8Uih Seplember, 1835. 


Yeur, Ohio. Indiana, Iliinois, 

From 1796 to 1800 
inclusive $100,783 Sf 

Lleol los.125 UL 

]lru2 1e8.628 U2 

sus 165.675 69 

laud 487,526 79 

1805 040,195 SU 

1806 705,245 73 

1807 433.859 47 $13.000 59 

]eu3 594.400 &4 32, e30 51 

1sug 395.45L 19 41,4331 57 

JolV S09 9b4d BU 51,448 59 

l8il Seo,621 Vl 79,744 99 

Ix}2 552.900 dl §92.973 49 

Ikis OY! 024 13 TU.353 40 

isit BxX5.209 30 Los, 3U8 27 

lslo 974.590 73 172,426 &0 $85,000 00 

LSi6 993 313 07 341,407 34 09,105 96 

bsi7 1.080.428 54 672.326 98 95,244 44 

| Bed Ee. Yi2 SLL &s 538.318 93 358,038 sO 

1319 3903 Yab 2I 507.997 42 299,401 53 

182u 3US.2500 G2 400,423 42 134,355 15 

1X21 857,195 17 342,144 04 75.595 19 

[e222 472.075 87 414.359. 35 61.216 82 

1823 205 .09US 16 922 256 66 47.600 34 

[sv: 234.340 UO] 98.02 [1 74.669 37 

la25 854.895 7d 199 x99 57 SU.7e4 49 

1826 184,548 92 256.187 I 103.3841 14 

1827 306.105 34 343.207 O8 50.717 52 

T8238 161.609 92 JIS 418 06 85,161 8&0 

1829 187.909 53 348. $99 352 198.609 72 

Lad 144.510 &4 627,181 75 3$6 204 3h 

Sl 304 386 22 572.654 12 37192650 V7 

1832 300.641 14 527.306 48 228,292 69 

1833 475.512 82 459 939 8&2 374.1388 51 

1834 471.394 50 709.584 32 402 470 68 
To 30th Sept. 1885 443.815 62 705 359 93 1,856 343 Qk 








16,780,177 04 = 9,510,481 71 5,355,611 99 


Table continued. 


Year. Missouri. Alabama. Mississippi. Louisiana, 
From 
1796 to 
L807 in- ‘ R $19,823 80 
clusive, 
1808 ; $620 00 = 20,087 71 
1809 " 320 OO 5,049 57 
1810 ‘ 36,087 12 29,048 3 
Isil ° 40.308 24 31.333 U9 
1812 ‘ 54.247 75 10.306 03 
1813 , 42,359 61 31.438 00 
18!4 ‘ 74.847 07 17.546 45 
1815 ° 62.540 30 73.595 43 
1816 : 162,520 66 165.558 00 
1817 e D1,617 59 91.608 51 
1818 $57,524 87 573.761 41 95.500 00 
1819 635.721 6: 1.167.957 62 74.660 20 
]®20 148,645 50 431.025 65 116.104 31 
1821 99.327 18 396.097 79 68.379 70 $46,733 20 
1822 139.603 10 520.505 65 74.215 34 78,000 00 
1823 55.407 14 295.585 79 13.857 36 16.260 1] 
1824 126.318 U2 904.312 36 88,477 94 3.000 00 
1825 87,853 92 915,916 68 188.264 66 14,295 OL 
1826 66,882 59 443,219 96 148,535 06 23,812 10 


1827 188,341 52 127,232 36 88,995 16 120,543 08 




































101,611 55 
116,648 87 28,000 00 
148,254 07 = =76,730 50 
173,780 93 = 83,870 93 
307,900 SL 100,455 00 
1,153,054 83 108,018 U9 
1,189,228 92 106,315 58 


1,558,543 50 2,185,306 14 177,057 53 


104,868 83 
259,606 31 
475,471 71 
925,028 26 
451,886 36 
531,722 54 
1,003,156 56 


1828 156,723 8&3 
1829 235,013 29 
1830 224,609 03 
1831 341,994 05 
1832 305,624 72 
1833 334,860 02 
1834 244,947 63 
To 30th 
Sept. 436,916 50 
1835 





10,097,347 68 6,837,770 45 999,087 47 


3,886,224 55 
Table continued 


Total each 


Year. Michigan. Arkansas, Florida, year 
From | 

1796 to Seats 

1800 in- ’ ° oe, ° $100,783 59 

clusive. 
1801 ° ° ; 168,125 O01 
1802 e ° ‘ 183,628 02 
1803 ‘ : ; 165,675 69 
1804 ‘ ; . 487,526 79 
1805 ° ° ° 540,193 80 
1806 ° : ‘ 765,245 73 
1807 ° . ° 466,163 27 
1808 . ° e 647,939 06 
1810 . ° ° 696,548 82 
1811 . : : 1,040,237 52 
1812 ° . e 710,427 78 
1813 . ° ‘ 835,655 14 
1814 . * o 1,135,971 09 
1815 ‘ , e 1,287,959 28 
1816 ‘ ‘ ° 1,717,985 03 
1817 ‘ ° ° 1,991,226 06 
1818 $71,108 88 ° . 2,606,564 77 
1819 35,638 03 ‘ ; 3,274,422 78 
1820 7,056 96 . ° 1,635,871 61 
1821 7,494 i9 e ° 1,212,966 46 
1822 10,786 41 $92,819 00 : 1,803,581 54 
1823 38,797 95 =. 23,529 59 ° 916,523 10 
1824 50,026 OL 202 33 ° 924,418 15 
1825 138,376 76 5,079 42 $80,724 30 1,216,090 56 
1826 122.250 51 10,908 00 29,099 62 1,393,785 OS 
1827 09,200 70 5,226 00 205,596 50 1.495.845 96 
1898 29 329 17 1,600 00 40,209 25.) 1.018.308 75 
1829 70,275 74 = 1,288 00) «70,914. 15—-1,517,175 13 
1830 178,516 65 1,833 53 56,043 75 2,929,355 14 
1831 388.848 07 3,955 50 40,997 13 3,210,815 48 
1832 317 635 42 13,588 05 10,040 65 2,623,381 03 
1833 D01,2723 79 18,114 27 10,847 86 = =3,967,681 55 
1834 973,652 66 88,664 86 8,184 93 4,857,600 69 

To 380th ) 

Sept. 5 1,359,129 68 460,493 78 3,625 00 9,166,590 89 
1835 





3,959,896 58 636,642 33 556,283 20 
Table continued. 
Amount paid into the treasury, on account of the 
sates of the public land, from the earliest pe- 
riod to the 380th September, 1835 $58,619,523 00 
There was also paid, during the same period, for 
the publie land, viz: 
Certificate of public debt and ar- 


58,619,523 00 


my Jand warrants $984,189 91 
Missis-ippi stock 2,448,789 44 
United States stock 257,660 73 


Forfeited land stock and military 
scrip 1,719,333 53 
. 5,409,973 61 








$54,029,496 61 
THE BILL. 

The following is acopy of the bill introduced into the senate 
some weeks ago, and which is the subject of the foregoing re- 
port: 

A bill to appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales 
ofthe public lands of the United States, and for granting land 
to certain states, 

Be it enacted, §c. That from and after the thirty-first day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thitty-two, there be allowed and paid to each of the states 
of Obto, Indiana, Lilinois, Alabama, Missouri, Mississippi and 
Louisiana, over and above what each of the said states is enti- 
tled to by the terms of the compacts entered into between them, 
respectively, upon their admission into the union and the Unit- 
ed States, the sum often per centum upon the net proceeds of 
the sales of the publie lands which, subsequent to the day 
aforesaid, shall have been or may be made within the several 
limits of the said states; which said sum of ten per centum 
shall be applied to some object or objects of internal improve- 
ment or education within the said states, under the direction 
oftheir respective legislatures: Provided, That the sum so al- 
jowed to the said states, respectively, shall be in no wise af- 
fected or diminished on account of any sums which have been 
heretotore, or shall be hereafter, applied to the construction or 
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nd road, but that the disburse- 
ments for the said road shall remain, as heretofore, chargeable 
on the two per centum fund provided for by compacts with se- 
veral of the said states, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, after deducting the 
said per centum, and what, by the compacts aforesaid, has 
heretofore been allowed to the states aforesaid, the residue of 
the net proceeds of all the public lands of the United States, 
wherever situated, which shall have been or may be sold subse- 
quent to the said thirty-first day of December, shall be divided 
among the twenty-four states of the union, according to their 
respective federal representative population, as ascertained by 
the last census, to be applied by the legislatures of the said 
states to such objects of education, internal improvement, 
colonization of free persons of color, or reimbursement of any 
existing debt contracted for internal improvements, as the said 
legislatures may severally designate and authorise: Provided 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to the preju- 
dice of future applications for a reduction of the price of the 
public lands, or to the prejudice of applications for a transfer of 
the public lands, on reasonable terms, to the states within 
which they lie, nor to impair the power of congress to make 
such future disposition of the public lands, or any part thereof, 
as it may deem expedient. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several sums of 
money received in the treasury, as the net proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands for the years eighteen hundred and _ thirty- 
three, eighteen hundred and thirty-four and eighteen hundred 
and thirty-five, shall be paid and distributed as aforesaid at the 
treasury of the United States, on the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six; and those which shall be received for 
the years eighteen hundred and thirty-six and eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven shall also be paid at the treasury half- 
yearly, on the first day of July and January in each of those 
years, to such person or persons as the respective legislatures 
of the said states shall authorise and direct to receive the 
same. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue and be in force until the thirty-first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, unless the United 
States shall become involved in war with any foreign power, 
in which event, from the commencement of hostilities, this aet 
shail cease and be no longer in force: Provided, nevertheless, 
That if, prior to the expiration of this act, any new state or 
states shall be admitted into the union, the power is reserved 
of assigning by law to such new state or states the proportion 
to which such state or states may be entitled upon the princi- 
ples of this act, and upon the principles of any of the compacts 
made as aforesaid with either of the seven states first mention- 
ed, 

See. 5, And be it further enacted, That, until the said thirty- 
first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
seven, there shall be annually appropriated for completing the 
surveys of said lands, a sum not less than eighty thousand dol- 
lars; and the minimum price at which the publie lands are 
now sold at private sale shall not be increased; and in ease the 
same shall be increased by law, within the period aforesaid, so 
much of this act as provides that. the net proceeds of the sales 
ofthe publie lands shall be distributed among the several states 
shall, from and after the increase of the minimum price thereof, 
cease and become utterly null and of no effect, any thing in 
this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That whenever, for two 
successive years, it shall appear to the secretary of the treasu- 
ry that the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, within 
any land district now established, or which may hereafter be 
established by law, shall not be sufficient to discharge the sala- 
ries of the officers employed by the United States within such 
district, he may discontinue such officers, and the lands con- 
tained in such district remaining unsold shall, in such case, be 
annexed to the adjoining district. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That there shall be granted 
to each of the states of Mississippi, Louisiana and Missouri, 
the quantity of five hundred thousand acres of land; to the 
state of Indiana, one hundred and fifteen thousand two hun- 
dred and seventy-two acres; to the state of Illinois, twenty 
thousand acres; and to the state of Alabama, one hundred 
thousand acres of land, lying within the limits of said states, 
respectively; to be selected in such manner as the legislatures 
thereof shall direct, and located in parcels, conformably to see- 
tional divisions and subdivisions of not less than three hundred 
and twenty acres in any one location on any public land sub- 
ject to entry at private sale; which said locations may be made 
at any time within five years after the lands of the United 
States, in said states, respectively, shall have been surveyed, 
and offered at public sale according to existing laws, 

Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, ‘That the lands herein grant- 
ed tothe states above named shall not be disposed of at a 
price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, until 
otherwise directed by law; and the net proceeds of the sales of 
said tands shall be faithfully applied to objects of internal im- 
provement within the states aforesaid, respectively, namely, 
roads, bridges, canals and improvement of watercourses, and 
draining swamps; and such roads, canals, bridges and water- 
courses, when made or improved, shall be free for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail, and munitions of war, and 
for the passage of their troops, without the payment of any toll 
whatever. 
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